Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2020

10:00 a.m.

Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests will be handled out loud during our time for corporate prayers.
Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need support? Let us know at contact@olivetucc.net
or 651-646-1478.
✠
Prelude

“Variation III from Concert Variations upon Old Hundreth”
John Knowles Paine
Laura Potratz, organ

Opening Sentences

Hymn # 217

“Lord of All Hopefulness“

Litany for Pentecost:
Spirit of life,
Fill our emptiness with your fullness;
Spirit of power,
Stir our hearts afresh!
Spirit of love,
Touch us, and through us, our neighbor.
Spirit of creativity,
Enable and empower the gifts you have given.
Spirit of eternity,
Draw us ever deeper into your world.

The Doxology

Scripture

Gordon Deane, lector

Genesis 22:1-14

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And
he said, "Here I am." He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." So Abraham rose
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set
out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham
said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you." Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I
am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham said, "God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an
altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand

and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him
from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."
said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
son, from me." And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket
by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place "The LORD will
provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided."

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 (Read responsively)
I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will
proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness
is as firm as the heavens.
You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my
servant David:
'I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all
generations.'" Selah

Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in
the light of your countenance;
they exult in your name all day long, and extol your righteousness.
For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Gloria

Romans 6:12-23
Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make
you obey their passions. No longer present your members to sin as
instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as
instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace. What then? Should we sin
because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not
know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you,
having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for
sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of
which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now
that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you
get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading

Matthew 10:40-42

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name
of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward
of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple -- truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward."

The word of the
Lord
Thanks be to
God.

Sermon

Hymn #295

Rev. Dr. Rick Nelson, Bridging Pastor

“Christ for the World We Sing!”

Prayer Requests
The Lord be with you.
And also with you!

Deb Bartels, Deacon

Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn #366

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

The Benediction

Postlude

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
Johann Pachelbel
Laura Potratz, organ

“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church. As God loves us
all, without reservation or exception, God’s house is open to
all. Each of us is important no matter who we are, what we
look like, where we come from, how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are, who we love, what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey, and all are invited
into the full life and ministry of Olivet Congregational
Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to
practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice
for all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”

