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Worship Schedule
Coming Up in October!

The heart of our life together
10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship in the Sanctuary.

October 3 and 31: Adult Ed, led by Rev.
Richard and Rev. Kristen Nelson. (pg. 5)

October 2018

October 7: Karen Tarrant Retirement
Party (pg. 9)

Sunday, October 7: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
(Communion Sunday). Readings: Genesis 2:18-24; Hebrews
1:1-4, 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 10:2-16.

October 12: Second Friday Movie,
“Ida” (pg. 9)

Sunday, October 14: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost.
Readings: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Hebrews 4:12-16;
Psalm 90:12-17; Mark 10:17-31.

October 13: Peggy Squire Memorial
Service (pg. 3)
October 14: Faith Promise Sunday
and Fall Bazaar (pg. 1 and 9)
October 14: MaryBeth Harman Art
Show Opening (pg. 9)

Sunday, October 21: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost.
Readings: Isaiah 53:4-12; Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalm 91:9-16;
Mark 10:35-45.
Sunday, October 28: Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost.
Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 7:23-28; Psalm 126;
Mark 10:46-52.

Faith Promise Sunday is October 14
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The Olivetian is published monthly by Olivet
Congregational Church (United Church of
Christ), 1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, MN
55104. Contact the church at (651) 646-1478
or contact@olivetucc.net to comment, contribute, or note changes of address.

Please join us for our
annual Faith Promise
Pledge Campaign on
Sunday, October 14.
Thank you for taking this time to consider your
financial support of the ministry at Olivet. On
Faith Promise Sunday we pledge the amount we
plan to give in the coming year. It is a time to ask
prayerfully for God's guidance, and in faith, trusting in God to provide the resources to fulfill these
commitments. This year we are asking every
household to either pledge for the first time or
consider an increased pledge amount.
"You will be enriched in every way for your great
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to
God through us; for the rendering of this ministry
not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God." II Corinthians 9:11-12

From the Pastor
Rev. Michael Wasylik
Snowflakes
In preaching a sermon, I often touch on the social
aspects as well as the personal. Why? This is because scripture was almost exclusively written in the
context of social oppression (corruption, exile, occupation, etc.). Being faithful to the context renders a
faithful sermon. In the sweep of history, only recently have we had such a preoccupation with the
individual. It is not surprising that church leaders
everywhere have emphasized an individual relationship with God. This, of course, is valid and important, but over-emphasis has given us an incomplete
message, and has made the Bible ineffectual for
hope beyond individual salvation.

Let’s talk about snowflakes: not the kind you shovel,
the kind a person is labeled—you know, the kind of
label that gets tossed around in free speech arguments but ends up as bullying. I’m no meteorologist,
but I think the perception of snowflakes is this:
“Snowflakes are weak, and weakness is the real reason why a person becomes a victim. Victimhood, as
we all know, is shameful. So shame on you, snowflake.” Weakness, victimhood, and shame: these
things run completely counter to American culture.
American culture, of course, celebrates the opposite:
strength, victory, and honor—the solitary Marlboro
Man, up-from-the-bootstraps determination, success
at all costs, raw capitalism, a massive military, and
(well, I won’t even mention football). I am not calling these things universally bad; I am calling them
non-Biblical (I looked them up). Yet the sentiment is
so prevalent that we construct a morality around
them and conflate them with a life of faith.

Our gospel reading begins by asking us to guess who
Jesus is. Peter alone finds the answer: “you are the
Messiah.” But even though he correctly names Jesus, it is immediately apparent that Peter fundamentally misunderstands Jesus. As Jesus explains: “the
Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected and be killed.” He plainly states what he
knows to be true: that culture, religion, and the government will all conspire against him—that these
powers, perhaps without any self-awareness of doing so, will bring their power down upon him. The
Son of Man, he explains, will be a victim. But this
notion of victimhood fundamentally disturbs Peter’s
understanding of the messiah. Surely the messiah
will be strong, victorious, and honorable. The messiah will be a king in the line of David; will return IsJust like when they were written, we live in an age
rael to its former glory. Why on earth, wonders Pewhen the scriptures practically preach themselves.
ter, is Jesus talking about victimhood? Only weakSo, with the current situation in mind, I invite you to lings become victims, and victimhood, as we all
read them for the timeless truths they contain: Isaiah know, is shameful. So shame on you, Jesus. And Pe50:4-9a, James 3:1-12, and Mark 8:27-38. They are ter “began to rebuke him.”
mostly about being a follower of Christ and how we
It turns out that if you’re going to rebuke Jesus,
go about doing it. We need not only watch events
unfold around us; with the scriptures on our hearts, you’ll need a better argument than “man up.” Havwe can live lives as followers of Christ might. Below ing heard this from Peter, Jesus fires back with the
infamous line: “get behind me, Satan!” It is imporis an abridged version of the sermon. Thanks, and
tant to know that Jesus is not accusing Peter of being
blessings on us all. Michael
evil.
On Sunday September 16, I preached a sermon on
victimhood and shame. No sooner was I home from
church than the Internet was abuzz with the newest
Kavanaugh drama—a woman from his past, Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford, accusing sexual assault. I’ll
leave the details to a Google search, but safe to say
that the immediate response from politicians and
pundits was to shame the other side. It was especially odious when the one claiming victimhood was
shamed. As of this writing (Tuesday September 18),
the most recent news is that Dr. Ford is receiving
threats. She knows that powers are aligning against
her. She knows that life as she knows it is as good as
over.
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He is accusing Peter of tempting him. The last time
Satan appeared to Jesus was in the wilderness when
he was tempting him. Luke elaborates: “Then the
devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. And the he said to him, ‘To
you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it
has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I
please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be
yours.’”
Satan offers Jesus strength, victory, and honor. And
Peter revisits this temptation. So Jesus castigates Peter and proceeds to double-down on his own victimhood, taking it a step further and inviting his followers into a life of their own victimhood: “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me.” You see: Godly
power is not the same as earthly power—on that
point we must be absolutely clear. And if any earthly
power is masquerading as Godly power, we must, like
Jesus, reject it outright. But beware: in doing so,
these same earthly powers will reject us right back.
They will try to shame us.

lamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am
weak, then I am strong.” We are strong when we
claim our victimhood; strong to share the story;
strong to show the wounds so there may be no
doubters among us. It is like when Jesus appeared
after the resurrection and showed his wounds so that
we would not doubt—showing once and for all that
although he was victim of the cross, he yet lived.
That Jesus, he’s a snowflake, I tell you; he’s an avalanche of power.
Jesus, of course, still speaks to our lives. He rebukes
the logic of earthly power; he invites us to follow the
Holy Child of God, the Powerless One, who yet lives.
To God, the strong are not honored in their victory;
the victim is honored in Christ’s victory. The victim
reminds us to care for one another when we are
weak. The victim calls us to our social responsibility.
The victim calls us to pick up our cross and follow.
Follow whom? Follow the victim, of course. Follow
the victim in his or her weakness; follow them to
where God is doing new things.

In the end, followers of Christ are all snowflakes; we
The Old Testament reading teaches us something
are avalanches of power when we follow Christ on
about shame—words that would later be parathe path of victimhood. My word for each of us is
phrased in the Sermon on the Mount: “If anyone
this: Tell the story of your wounds. Listen to one anstrikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.”
other, even if you were part of the wounding. ReIsaiah put it like this: “I gave my back to those who
member that God invites neither the teller nor the
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
hearer into a place of shame; instead, each is invited
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spit- to pick up one another’s crosses, and walk together
ting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not
into new life.
been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame.” This
Peggy Anne (Slining)
guy’s not only a snowflake; he’s an avalanche of
Squire, age 71, of Saint
power! He stands tall as a victim. He lets the world
Paul passed away on Sepsee what evildoers have done to him. He knows he is
tember 7th, 2018. She is
in right with God. And he is not ashamed.
The thing I want you to remember is this: to God, victimhood is not shameful. No matter what happened
to you in the past, no matter your weakness, no matter what you still carry around inside, it is not the end
of the story. The Apostle Paul says as much in his second letter to the Corinthians: “I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and ca3

survived by son Benjamin
(Breanne) Squire and
granddaughter Aurora,
brother Bud (Carolynne),
as well as many wonderful
friends and family. Preceded in death by parents Richard and Glenn Ellen
Slining. A service to celebrate her life will be held
Saturday, October 13th at 11a.m. at Olivet Congregational Church. 1850 Iglehart Avenue, Saint Paul
MN. Reception to follow.

From the Moderator
Erik Lien

As I’ve shared with Council, it is my strong sense that
this financial tension exists largely because we haven’t
yet defined what Wednesday night dinners are and
what they represent. As a result, they’re defined in the
eye of the beholder, and our community has many different beholders. At the risk of oversimplification, I’d
like to lay out two contrasting perspectives here:

It was St. Paul’s own F. Scott Fitzgerald who wrote:
“The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to
hold two opposing ideas in the mind at the same time, A. Wednesday dinners are a meal. It is food for peoand still retain the ability to function.”
ple who thus don’t have to cook dinner once a week.
The meals are delicious and well prepared by a talIf that’s the case, then on at least one key topic, the
ented chef — a relative luxury for our congregation.
Olivet community has demonstrated a truly first-rate They succeed in bringing people in for Faith Formation
intelligence for years.
activities and choir rehearsal. That said, food is not
free, and because people would expect to furnish their
Our Wednesday dinner program has been in place for own dinners otherwise, it makes sense that attendees
decades. It’s a gem of a program, and it’s something
more or less cover these costs. Anything else covered
for which Olivet is unique in our part of St. Paul. Yet
by the church budget amounts to a program subsidy.
for years, Wednesday dinners (and particularly how to
OR
pay for them) have brought about more frustration
between Council members and committees than all
B. Wednesday dinners are a ministry. They’re not just
other topics combined. The emotion and lost sleep
food, they’re central to our faith community. For those
surrounding Wednesday finances has led more than
who attend, it’s an opportunity for fellowship unlike
one person to question, well, whether we still retained what we experience on Sundays. And the meal feeds a
our ability to function.
greater need than merely hunger. It’s right there in
While I generally try to maintain a certain balance in
my position, I’m nonetheless a regular on Wednesdays
and I love the scene all around. If Sunday mornings are
when we use the sanctuary and the Sunday school
rooms, then Wednesdays are for just about every
other corner of the building. Wednesday nights round
out who we are and what we do as a community. The
place just comes alive.
At the same time, I do look at our current balance
sheets and realize we haven’t yet hit on a model
where the financials quite work out. When my family
and I started attending Olivet, dinner prices were $7
per plate. To new arrivals, that felt kind of steep.
Later, it changed to a purely freewill offering. That was
a nice idea and a welcome change, but it wasn’t bound
to last; the offering received and the structures surrounding it just weren’t sustainable. Since then, we’ve
found something of a happy medium where the suggested donation feels competitive to the price of dinner at home, even if it doesn’t fully cover program
costs.
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Acts 2: We sing, we pray, we do service work, we grow
closer as a community, and we break bread. On some
level, Wednesday nights might be the most New Testament thing we do as a church today.
Isn’t that wild? It’s hard to come up with a better example where reasonable people can truly disagree.
And they do. I hear it from clear-thinking people on
both sides. In our current budgeting model, we treat it
more like the first definition – i.e., a meal that hopefully balances out in the end. But why is that the case?
Is that the way we should be looking at it? As with so
many things, we haven’t fully assessed its role in our
community. It just “is.”
If we’re ever to move past it as a math problem, we’ll
need to agree on — and live with — a definition. Creative ideas for cutting costs have emerged over the
years, but I’m afraid that neither midweek potlucks
nor lowering the meal standards to hot dogs would
last for more than a month. (People aren’t looking for
swordfish or prime rib — just healthy offerings with
enough variety to keep things interesting.)

No, this requires us to look farther outside the box
than that. It may even demand an all-out paradigm
shift. I’m not even sure we’re ready for it just yet, but
let’s tease it out for a minute.

But wait again! Doesn’t this idea just push us back
down the path of giving away free food? Well, not
necessarily. If we were to expand the traditional definition of church, then we need to re-envision
Wednesdays as well, and our pledges would go toFor starters, I think most can agree that society’s defi- ward supporting the services on both days. And just as
nition of “church” is evolving. We’ve grown up equat- offering is collected on Sundays, maybe we collect ofing church with Sunday worship, and here at Olivet,
fering instead of just $5 per plate on Wednesdays.
Sunday worship remains central to community life.
Maybe Wednesday regulars are invited to become
That’s the case even if there are fewer people celemembers. It becomes less of a consumer approach
brating it — both here and at most other congregaand more of a Eucharistic approach. The whole phitions — than just a few years ago.
losophy around Wednesday Night at Olivet evolves.
And in a very 21st-century sense, the entire idea of
So what, then, is the role of Wednesday Nights at Oli- “church” at Olivet expands in ways we just haven’t
vet? Well, it’s worth noting that Wednesday night at- taken the time to imagine.
tendance sometimes comes remarkably close to
matching Sunday’s attendance. (Especially if lasagna is Again, I don’t know if we’re ready (or even interested)
on the menu.) Wednesdays also draw some families
to explore this just yet. It would be a sharp left turn
who don’t generally attend on Sundays. Is this okay? for us. I do welcome the discussion, though. Not long
No, it’s great! They’re coming to church — our church ago, I would have deemed these ideas a little bonkers
— and even staying for kids’ programming or fellow- myself. But the more I come to understand the church
ship. So could Wednesdays actually represent… a
of today, the more I believe something like this could
church service? Does the dinner plus faith formation set Olivet up to be a church of tomorrow.
activities constitute a ministry?
But wait! The unique, defining factor here is food,
right? Food costs money. It is a good that needs to be
purchased before it is consumed. Based on Definition
A above, it makes sense for people to pay for their
food if they can afford it. But Definition B turns this
equation on its head. If Wednesdays are seen as
church — just like Sunday worship is seen as church —
then the supplies and salaries that go into Wednesdays are no different from the music, Sunday school
supplies, and ministerial salaries that go into Sunday
mornings. (In that light, the costs of preparing our
Wednesday meals could be seen as a bargain.

It’s funny. Last year, Council reassigned ownership of
Wednesday dinners from the Faith Formation Committee to the Membership Committee. This was decided because Faith Formation no longer had any specific connection to the dinners, whereas the dinners
were becoming more instrumental for building and
developing our community.
Depending on where things go from here, we may one
day need to reassign it again. In the end, the committee that might align most closely with Wednesday
Nights at Olivet… is Worship.

Upcoming Wednesday Night Adult Ed
“Church Guts”
A study of the book of Acts by Kristen Nelson and Rick Nelson
Oct 3, Oct. 24, Nov 14: Using the New Testament book of Acts, we will explore together the essence
of being the "church" of Jesus Christ, scattered and gathered. What was God's original idea in knitting us together into a community, and just what are we to be about?
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Olivet Church Council
Minutes of the August 21, 2018 Meeting
Present: John Blair, Philip Friedlund, Renée Kidney, Erik Lien,
Maren Lien, Sarah Robinson, Jeanne Schultz and Marghe Tabar,
Kate Wasylik, and Rev. Michael Wasylik.

vote on the Org Mod proposal after the service on November
18.
Health insurance costs for the Wasylik family will rise in 2019
and figures will be provided to the finance committee for inclusion in the 2019 budget.

Absent: Karen Inman, Pat Peterson, and Ross Elizondo.
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer followed by the council
members sharing joys and concerns.
Sarah reported that over $2000 was raised at the Crossing Borders Concert to Benefit Children and Their Families Seeking Asylum which was held at Olivet on September 8. Liz Waters, and
Sarah Robinson were praised for their efforts in arranging this
event.
Revs. Richard and Kristen Nelson have arranged sessions for the
fall program of adult education offerings.
Sarah was thanked for procuring a sturdy bench by the children’s playground which was dedicated to past moderator and
founder of the playground, Joel Peterson.
Presenting the treasurer’s report, Philip commented that the
church investments are growing which may allow an increased
endowment draw for the 2019 budget. He is monitoring the
spending and expects the facility use income will not meet expectations because this is a service which takes time to develop.
He reminded council members that the 2018 budget includes a
$9,000 surplus from 2017. The Wednesday night dinner costs
are exceeding expectations, but a generous donor has promised
to help cover the deficit. The report was approved.
Chair of the Community Works group, Kate Wasylik announced
that the September loose change offering will be added to the
Crossing Borders concert proceeds. The coins gathered in October, November, and December will be added to the Harvey
Fund, which supports the Youth Group Thanksgiving food shopping trip plus food donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor organization. Plans are being made for the youth group members
to gather the groceries on a Friday night, followed by a lock-in
event at church, before distributing the food on Saturday.

Olivet currently has three members progressing through the
ordination process. After Michael reviewed the individual status
of Amber Espinosa, Vanessa Bradby, and Marybeth Harman,
letters of endorsement for each were heard, approved, and
signed by moderator, Erik Lien. Michael noted that the UCC is
unique in utilizing a system whereby local leaders emerge and
church members support and approve their ordinations. This is
in contrast to other denominations in which leaders are identified by state or national officials.
The format of the annual Faith Promise Campaign will remain
the same. Volunteers are asked to help. It was suggested that
people be urged to imagine ways in which they can donate their
time and talents in addition to financial support. In addition to
making an annual pledge, members may be asked to support the
church through supporting special projects, a capital campaign,
and/or by making bequests.
Presenting the Building and Grounds report, Sarah advised that
the roof replacement project has been delayed until a capital
campaign has been planned. Paul Clasen and Butch Schultz installed an ADA compliant sink in an upstairs restroom and the
mirror will be adjusted. Paint colors are being chosen for the
upstairs and downstairs bathrooms. Water seeping into the
basement in the northwest corner continues to be problematic
and Sarah is investigating altering the landscaping to direct the
water away from the building. Bids are being sought to replace
carpeting in the nursery, and possibly the basement. Paul
Clasen has created an instructional plan for training several
members in operation of the sound system. The bench recently
added to the playground should be installed in concrete to make
it permanent.
John reported that the finance committee is drafting the 2019
budget. He raised a question about how to handle budget overruns created by critical mission programs? What to do when a
key program needs more money? This issue will be considered
at a future meeting.

Renée brought for the council’s review, several Org Mod documents which will be presented at a meeting of the congregation
on September 23rd. She talked through an agenda for the meet- Rev. Wasylik closed the meeting with a prayer before adjournment.
ing and noted a modification in the council terms to be staggered two year terms, which was a change since the last presentation. A page of Frequently Asked Questions was provided.
Church members will not be expected to both chair a committee
Respectfully submitted,
and hold a seat on the council. Questions arose as to how peoMarghe Tabar
ple on the council and committee chairs will be identified.
Church Council Clerk
The current plan would be to re-organize the council in 2019 and
reassess the committee structure in 2020. Church members will
6

Summary of September 2018 Org Mod/Council Revision Discussion and Next Steps
This Olivetian article is for you if you missed the September 23rd discussion or if you want to review the high-level content of the
meeting.
What is Organizational Modernization or Org Mod?
Org Mod is a reflective process meant to explore our current organizational structure and to consider changes to allow it to
adapt to the changing church. Org Mod began by listening to the congregation. Then, it engaged a task force (3 council members and 5 members of the congregation) to:




describe the challenges that our church faces
learn what other churches have done, and
develop a proposal for the church to consider

We are now back to listening to the congregation and the real work is just getting started.
Why make changes?




To free the energies of the church/give the Spirit freedom
To care for members of our church
To be an inclusive church that engages the wisdom and talents of all generations more effectively

What does the proposal do?
It seeks to address some of our challenges.
The main change the proposal makes is decoupling the leadership of committees or ministry areas from service on the church
council.
This will alleviate some of the tension caused by people serving in both roles and allow people to serve where their talents lie. In
turn, this may address some of our challenges with engagement and burn-out.
The new church council would have a slightly changed focus. Some highlights include:





Oversight/guidance of committees, workgroups or other ministry teams
Engaging the congregation and committees in discussion of vision, strategies and tactics
Ensuring engagement of the congregation in the life of the church
Leading or coordinating activities that do not fall in one particular ministry area

The proposal will leave committees unchanged!
Committee chairs will be able focus on their committees and their committee’s needs. Committees will have the freedom to
examine their structure and make changes if they feel it would help them to accomplish their goals more effectively. Committees will send monthly reports to council and regular church council meetings focused on the work of the committees and ministry areas are planned to ensure coordination between the church council and committees.
We propose a 1-2 year period to test this new structure for the church council. We can explore how the change has influenced
church council, the committees, and engagement of the congregation and make wise decisions moving forward.
Next steps
Be a part of the process





Look for a copy of the full proposal at church.
Read it.
Find members of the Org Mod task force to share your thoughts with.
Let Pastor Michael and Erik, our Moderator, know what you think.

Read the final proposal (including any revisions) in late October/early November.
Vote at the November 18th all-church meeting about the proposal.
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Treasurer’s Report: Operating Budget
(as of August 31, 2018)
Year End
Budget

YTD
2018

YTD
2017

Pledges
Endowment Draw
Other
TOTAL

211,000
39,600
40,726
291,326

166,190
26,400
22,099
214,689

163,226
26,400
9,972
199,598

EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff
Program & Benevolence
Building & Office
TOTAL

211,772
27,510
52,044
291,326

145,398
15,625
37,416
198,439

128,473
10,491
39,290
178,254

0

16,250

21,344

INCOME

Net income over expenses

Stock Gifts
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following information:
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of
shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say whom it’s from. Unless
the office has been informed, we don’t know whom to credit.
2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to UBS Financial.

Announcements
Pastor’s Schedule
The Rev. Michael Wasylik has office hours TuesdayFriday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Call (651) 646-1478 to
schedule an appointment or to leave a message for
him. In the event of a pastoral emergency, you may
contact Michael at his cell phone number: (708) 7523034.

popular as a way to connect with God’s Word in a
creative way!
I will be teaching you some fun, easy techniques to
get started. Just bring a Bible that you would like to
journal in.

If you have a Bible that is a family heirloom and you
don’t want to try this in that treasure, then I suggest
Bible Art Journaling
going to any bookstore or online and search for
Workshop at Olivet!
“Journaling Bible” or “Art Journaling Bible.” You will
Mark your calendars! Satur- be amazed at how many varieties of these journaling
day, November 3 from 1:00 Bibles are available. You could also go to a thrift store
– 4:00 p.m! Artists, scrapand pick up any Bible there. These techniques can be
bookers, art journalers,
used in ANY Bible.
creatively interested and
Please join me and bring your friends along! -Angela
those with no creative exBarribeau (previous artist featured in Olivet’s parlor,
perience… ALL are welwearing a tutu!)
come! Journaling in the
margins of your Bible and highlighting scripture isn’t
Please contact Rachel Awes to sign up at either rachesomething new, but drawing, doodling, coloring, and
lawes@gmail.com or 612-701-4296. This will be an
creating art in your Bible is becoming tremendously
adult event.
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Karen Tarrant is marking
the milestone of her retirement with a Brunch
right after church
on October 7. “When in
doubt, eat.” All are invited.

Second Friday Film Night - October 12
"Ida" (2013), Polish director Pawel Pawlikowski’s
dramatic film, will be our
season opener in October.
A young woman, orphaned as an infant during
the German occupation
during World War II and
raised by nuns in a convent, is on the verge of
taking her vows. On the
eve of her investiture —
where she will make a
commitment to this stability/ monastic life, obedience to an abbess, and conversion to poverty and
celibacy — she discovers that she has a surviving relative. The encounter with this aunt — a collision of
secular and spiritual worlds, of worldliness/worldly
weariness and naivety — will forever change the lives
of both women as they embark on a journey into Poland's countryside to learn the fate of the young
woman's family. A hauntingly and heartbreakingly
beautiful cinematic masterpiece, the film rightfully
garnered an Academy Award in 2015 for Best Foreign
Language Film — the first film from Poland ever to do
so. (Rated:PG-13/black and white/ 80 minutes) Potluck appetizers at 6:30 and screening at approximately 7:00.
(Since it is the beginning of the new season of 2nd
Friday Film Night, people may want a longer reunion
and so we may end up screening the film at 7:30.)
9

Le Musée des Objets Perdus et Trouvé:
A Journey through Life in 27 Exhibits
Art Show Opening, October 14, Parlor

Three years ago a friend from Chicago visited for a
weekend over the Thanksgiving holiday and left behind an electric toothbrush. This simple and common
occurrence immediately became, for MaryBeth Harman, an idea for something bigger, which she anticipated would only ever live in her mind. What started
as a joke, "Wouldn't it be funny if....?" unexpectedly
grew into a a photojournalistic and theological exploration of — and a personal journey through the things we lose and find in the course of a lifetime.

Begun in the days when Olivet ladies belonged to the
“Women’s Organization of Olivet Church,” the organizing of a fall sale is a long standing custom. As in
the past, this year’s bazaar will take place on Pledge
Sunday, October 14th. What might you donate?
What might you buy? Pies? Gift cards? Christmas
ornaments? A theme basket? As always, the offerings will be plentiful and made with love.

EVENTS AT OLIVET: OCTOBER 2018
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

7

4
10:30 am
Staff Meeting

Women’s, AA Parlor
6:30 pm

5:00 pm, Finance
Meeting, T Room

7:15 pm, Yoga
Fellowship Hall

5:30 pm, Wed. Dinner

9 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

7:35 pm
Choir Rehearsal

8

6:15 pm, Youth Group

9

Thursday

10

Friday
5

Saturday
6

6:30 pm, Worship
Committee Meeting

Bell Choir
8:30 am

7:00 pm, Ethnic Dance
Fellowship Hall
7:00 pm, Men’s AA
Basement
11

12

13

*Sunday Schedule
2 pm, Viols
Fellowship Hall

Women’s, AA Parlor
6:30 pm
7:15 pm, Yoga
Fellowship Hall

7 pm, AA Mixed
Basement
7:30 pm
Brass Quintet
Sanctuary
14

7:00 pm, Council
Meeting, Parlor

10:30 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm, Wed. Dinner

16

17

Faith Promise
Sunday
6:30 pm
Chronically
Courageous

18
6:00 pm Olivet
Men’s Group

10:30 am
Staff Meeting

7:00 pm, Ethnic Dance
Fellowship Hall

11:15 am
Art Show, Parlor
1 pm Girl Scouts
Basement

7:15 pm, Yoga
Fellowship Hall

NO Wed. Dinner

9 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

7:35 pm
Choir Rehearsal

Bell Choir
8:30 am

6:30 pm
2nd Friday Movie
“Ida”
Parlor

19

November
Olivetian Deadline

Women’s, AA Parlor
6:30 pm

7 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

7:00 pm, Men’s AA
Basement

7:35 pm
Choir Rehearsal

9 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

15

7:00 pm, Ethnic Dance
Fellowship Hall

Peggy Squire
Memorial
Service
11:00 a.m.

20

Bell Choir
8:30 am

7:00 pm, Men’s AA
Basement
.

7:30 pm
Brass Quintet
Sanctuary
21

22

23

24

*Sunday Schedule
2 pm TC Recorders
Fellowship Hall

Women’s, AA Parlor
6:30 pm

5:00 Youth, Family,
Fellowship

7:15 pm, Yoga
Fellowship Hall

7 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

9 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

25
10:30 am
Staff Meeting

7:00 pm
Deacon’s Meeting

5:30 pm, Wed. Dinner
6:15 pm, Youth Group
7:35 pm
Choir Rehearsal

7:30 pm
Brass Quintet
Sanctuary
28

29

30

26

6:00 pm
Ferret’s Book Club
Parlor

27

Bell Choir
8:30 am

7:00 pm, Ethnic Dance
Fellowship Hall
7:00 pm, Men’s AA
Basement

31
Halloween

*Sunday Schedule
7 pm, AA Mixed
Basement
7:30 pm
Brass Quintet
Sanctuary

10

Women’s, AA Parlor
6:30 pm
7:15 pm, Yoga
Fellowship Hall
9 pm, AA Mixed
Basement

10:30 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm, Wed. Dinner
6:15 pm, Youth Group
6:30 pm
Trick or Treat!
7:35 pm
Choir Rehearsal

*Sunday Schedule
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Nursery care available
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Coffee Hour
Calendar items in italic denote outside group using

October Celebrations
Anniversaries
Wayne and Madelyn Thompson
Fred Kaemmer and Kate Tilney
Philip Friedlund and Lisa Isenberg

10/2
10/4
10/8

Luke and Emily Peterson
Bruce and Nancy Berry
Robert and Linda Mazanec

10/16
10/20
10/25

Birthdays
Charley Cheatham
Lana Cheatham
Tom Shaff
Michael Nelson
Maren Lien
Deb Bartels
Jessica Fabel
Leah Young
Eden Bluhm
Linda Arnold

10/1
10/4
10/5
10/7
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/9
10/9
10/15

Butch Schultz
Calvin Kath
Samuel Awes
Matthew Robinson
Bonnie Olin
Audrey Olson
Pat Peterson
Mary Street
Margaret Tabar

10/15
10/17
10/17
10/19
10/20
10/24
10/25
10/30
10/31

The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace. We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And in particular, we pray for those
who have asked to be named before God:
Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz, in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Jon MORGAN, at home recovering from surgery.
Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Sally SPIEGEL, sister of Tabari Javid, who died on September 14.
For the family of Peggy SQUIRE, who died on September 7.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care: Art KAEMMER.

November Olivetian Deadline: Wednesday, October 17
All articles and calendar items for the November issue of The Olivetian
are due in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net) by October 17
Thank you! - Liz Waters, Olivet Church Administrator

11

Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
1850 Iglehart Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104-3524

TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
TWIN CITIES, MN
PERMIT NO. 2127

**Faith Promise Sunday is October 14**
Please join us for our annual Faith Promise Pledge Campaign

Olivet Church Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard “Butch” Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry
For Children, Youth and Family
Church Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Jeanne Schultz
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm
Philip Friedlund
Marghe Tabar
Seth Hayden
Sarah Robinson
Maggie Lais

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone (651) 646-1478 Fax (651) 644-3838
www.olivetucc.net contact@olivetucc.net
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Moderator
Vice-Moderator
Senior Deacons
Treasurer
Council Clerk
Altar Guild
Wednesday Chef
Nursery Care

