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Worship Schedule
The heart of our life together
10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship in the Sanctuary
The Reverend Michael Wasylik presiding

March 2018

HOLY WEEK AT
OLIVET 2018
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25
10:00 a.m. Worship
Maundy Thursday, March 29
5:45 p.m. Dinner
and Service

March 11: Fourth Sunday in Lent. Readings: Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22;
and John 3:14-21.

Good Friday, March 30
7:00 p.m. Service
The Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 31
8:00 p.m. Service
Easter Sunday, April 1
10:00 a.m. Service
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March 4: Third Sunday in Lent (Communion Sunday).
Readings: Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25;
Psalm 19; and John 2:13-22.
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The Olivetian is published monthly by Olivet
Congregational Church (United Church of
Christ), 1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, MN
55104. Contact the church at (651) 646-1478
or contact@ olivet ucc.net to comment, contribute, or note changes of address.

March 18: Fifth Sunday in Lent. Readings: Jeremiah
31:31-34; Hebrews 5:5-10; Psalm 51:1-12; and John
12:20-33.
March 25: Palm Sunday. Readings: Psalm 118:1-2, 1929; and Mark 11:1-11.
Join us Saturday, March
17, from 11:15 a.m. —
1:30 p.m. to volunteer
for ‘Feed my Starving Children.’ We will be packing
meals for hungry children
around the world. Our
church has 30 spots for volunteers reserved at the Eagan location. We will
meet at the church at 10:30 a.m., for
anyone who wishes to car pool. Please eat
an early lunch or bring a snack, since it
will be during the lunch hour. To reserve
a spot, contact Dawn Singleton at
dawn@appleblossom-flowers.com, call
651-699-4532 or find me in the back
pew.

From the Pastor
Rev. Michael Wasylik
“Thoughts and Prayers”
A Reflection on Exodus 32:1-14
Moses had gone up the mountain where he would receive the
Ten Commandments. In the meantime, scripture says: “When
the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, ‘Come, make
gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.’ Aaron said to them, "Take off the
gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters, and bring them to me." So all the people took off the
gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took
the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a
calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought
you up out of the land of Egypt!’"

can think of a number of reasons why God might forbid the making of images: that doing so compromises God’s absolute transcendence; that it attempts to fix God at a point in time; that it
domesticates God, or worse, makes of God an object. But I think
there is an even more profound reason that also explains why
God would be so hurt. The Israelites were forbidden from making and image of God because God had already made an image
of himself. Do you know what that image is? Humans.
In Genesis 1:27 we read that “God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them, male and female he created them.” To produce a golden calf is to substitute an idol for
the image imprinted upon human beings. It is human beings
that are to carry the mark of our creator and bear it into the
world—to be God’s feet and hands and heart. And a graven
image has no heart with which to love.

For us to hear the story of the golden calf is to ask ourselves:
what idols obscure the image of God that we should be seeing in
the face of one another? Now here, I want to give you an example of why it’s so important to think critically with your Bible in
hand. Consider the recent school shooting in Parkland, Florida.
Just as in the wake of the Mandalay Bay shooting or the Pulse
Scholars suggest that when the Israelites fashioned a golden calf shooting or the Sandy Hook shooting, the “gun control” debate
they did not intentionally engage in the worship of another god. has circled slowly and ineffectually like a clogged drain. ChrisNotice how, after fashioning the golden calf, the people said:
tians line up on either the right or the left reducing their argu“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
ments to either “personal freedom” or “killing is bad.” Of
land of Egypt!" and Aaron built an altar to the Lord. Put yourself course, these conveniently mirror the positions of the major
in their shoes: Moses had gone away to meet with God and had media mouthpieces driving the political parties. But because we
not come back. Left with nothing, they did the best they could. only know how to speak of it politically, bringing it up in church
“But they are good people!” we might plead on their behalf.
has the effect of either dividing a congregation or, in an attempt
to preserve community, silencing a congregation.
Nonetheless, we read that God was furious at the attempt:
“Now let me alone,” he commanded Moses, “so that my wrath
Instead, I want to suggest that Christians everywhere should
may burn hot against them and I may consume them!” So
learn how to speak of it faithfully. We should be able to say
Moses, in what can only be considered an extremely gutsy
that, in the United States, we have not cast an idol in gold like
move, called on God to remember the promises made to Abrathe Israelites, but one in lead. We should highlight the faces of
ham and his descendants. But Moses, too, would soon feel be- those who have been sacrificed—faces who bear the image of
trayed. The story says: “As soon as Moses came near the camp God. And let me tell you, it would require great fortitude to look
he saw the people dancing around the golden calf. His anger
in love toward these faces, because the deeper issues, the
burned hot and he threw the tablets from his hands and broke
tough, seemingly intractable issues—ineffective gun regulation,
them at the foot of the mountain.”
inaccessible health care, a culture of toxic, violent masculinity,
Gulp. The significance of this destruction cannot be overstated.
When Moses smashed the tablets, forged by the hand of God,
he marked the moment, as Walter Brueggemann writes, when
the “covenant with God was finally revoked.” (Don’t worry, he
would go up and get a second set.) But why was Moses so angry? On the surface, one could say that the Israelites broke a
central tenant of the covenant: “You shall not make for yourself
an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth.”

and the disproportionate effect of gun violence on people of
color—on these the leaden idol demands we remain with our
heads bowed in prostrated silence.
Here is where you come in. The church is among the few places
remaining in our society that can call out idols for what they are,
that can challenge our fealty to philosophies peddled by powerful interests, and can demand that people of faith place God at
the center of their faith and humans as their image of God.
God’s image was placed on humans out of great love, and it is in
our worship of God that we tend to that image in one another.

But this invites a deeper question: Why were the Israelites forYou bear the image of God. There is nothing that should ever
bidden from creating an image of God? Doing so wasn’t entirely
desecrate the magnificence, beauty, and ultimate worth placed
unreasonable: images were commonplace in ancient Nearupon you. To do anything less for another is idolatry.
Eastern religious worship and remain so in worship today. We
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From the Moderator
Erik Lien

The church is a spiritual house of worship. The church is a business. And seldom will you see that distinction any more clear
than in this month’s page 2-3 spread!

ness plan to promote Olivet as a wedding site. The demographics
of the Merriam Park neighborhood and the nearby universities
suggest there may be a good deal untapped potential. But why
stop there? Many of Olivet’s spaces remain quiet and unused
most days of the week. What opportunities have we not even
explored to put our church’s physical space to better use? (If
you’re looking for a nearby church that does this better than we
do, check out St. Mary’s Episcopal over on Laurel.)

Will an additional investment in publicity and revenue streams
In the weeks since our Annual Meeting, I’ve been asked by a cou- pan out? Only time will tell. We’ve tried other strategies in reple parishioners to explain one item that came up on the agenda. cent years without clear results. One thing’s for certain, though:
This will be our most direct effort to get the word out and proIt crossed my mind that the congregation as a whole might apmote Olivet in a long time. This arrangement may not be permapreciate a bit more explanation.
nent — as with all initiatives, it will be evaluated down the road,
For many, the item that stood out on the 2018 budget was the
and volunteers might be able to get more involved as well — but
additional hours allotted to the Church Administrator
we can at least know it comes with as much action as it does
(approximately 30 minutes per day). The explanation in the Anhope.
nual Meeting was that those hours would be put toward updating the church website and promoting Olivet as a wedding loca- What gives me even more confidence is that these are skills our
Church Administrator has in spades. When Liz came to Olivet,
tion.
she brought a background in marketing, e-commerce, and prodThose tasks are certainly part of the story, but, upon further reuct development. She has stayed plenty busy with other work for
flection, we may not have given enough attention to the fuller
the church, and done it well, but this investment taps some talstory.
ents and interests that have (literally) been waiting for their
time. May it be a mutually beneficial arrangement all around.
As Council and HR discussed important needs for Olivet last year,
two that we kept coming back to were publicity and revenue
Caritas Vocal Ensemble performing benefit
streams. (I said this was the business side of the spread!) Basically, Council acknowledged we’ve been missing opportunities to
concert for Keystone Community Services
promote Olivet for all sorts of purposes. With congregational
on March 4!
numbers staying more or less flat — and church finances never
feeling as secure as we’d wish — there’s no better time to do
something about it than now.
First: Publicity. We’ve already touched on the importance of
keeping the church website active and alive. A good church website serves as a front door to those considering a visit: It represents the church, it answers questions, and it invites people in.
Most people check out a church’s website before they decide to
pay a visit. A great church website, on the other hand, is at least
as much of a hub for its own members as it is for potential visitors. It’s not a static gallery but a dynamic portal of congregational life. It promotes what’s going on now and why we need to
get our virtual selves physically there.
By these measures, Olivet has a good website: It’s attractive,
appealing, and beckons visitors to stop by. For Olivet members,
however, it’s not a hub. There’s nothing to drive traffic, and the
photos remind us of days gone by. We rely instead on newsletters and e-mails. A fuller publicity strategy — encompassing not
just the website but also social media platforms and other outlets for local visibility — is essential if we’re to reach people in
the broader community, not to mention those in our congregation itself.
What about revenue streams? Well, when Kathy Oakley was still
working here as Office Manager, she developed an entire busi3

On Sunday, March 4, Caritas Vocal Ensemble is coming to Olivet to perform a benefit concert for Keystone Community Services of St. Paul. (Erik Lien is a
longtime member of Caritas.) The concert begins at
4 p.m. and will run a little over an hour. A freewill
offering will be collected.
Keystone is a well established partner of Olivet’s
Community Works Committee. It provides a broad
range of services that improve the lives of youth,
families, and seniors in our community. Please come
support Keystone and enjoy an afternoon of vocal
music with Caritas!

Olivet Congregational Church Leadership 2018
Below are the names and contact information for the “spark plugs” at Olivet who organize, pray, lead,
imagine, cook, educate, sweep, calculate, fix, compose, conduct, volunteer, and perform many other
tasks.
Deacons: Rachel Awes, Mark Eldridge, Tom Fabel, Betty Hammersten, Seth Hayden, Jon Morgan, Dawn
Singleton, Leah Stanek, Mary Street, and Karen Tarrant. Senior Deacons: Ann Hobbie and Susan Bluhm.
Staff
Rev. Michael Wasylik
Rev. Dr. Rick Nelson
Vanessa Bradby
Mark Spitzack
Buffy Larson
Liz Waters
Leonard ‘Butch’ Schultz
Maggie Lais
Sarah Robinson

Pastor (absent April – July)
Sabbatical pastor April-June
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Music
Bell Choir
Church Administrator
Facilities
Nursery Care Provider
Wednesday Chef

Michael.Wasylik@comcast.net
rnelson2006@gmail.com
vanessabradby@gmail.com
markspitzack01@gmail.com
buffylarson@gmail.com
contact@olivetucc.net
j_schul56@hotmail.com
maggielais@gmail.com
mrssrobinson@me.com

Faith Formation
Member at Large
Community Wks (starts August)
Finance
At Large Youth Member
Treasurer
Human Resources
Moderator
Building & Grounds
Membership & Vice-Moderator
Worship
Clerk
Peace and Justice
Stewardship

dnrk2@comcast.net
wasylik4@gmail.com
olivet.finance2@gmail.com
mlien002@stpaul.k12.mn.us
isenb006@umn.edu
mskareninman@gmail.com
erikcrislien@gmail.com
mrssrobinson@me.com
j_schul56@hotmail.com
zondo1307@gmail.com
mtabar@comcast.net
patricia.peterson@mnsu.edu

Council Committee Chairs
Open seat
Renée Kidney
Kate Wasylik
John Blair
Maren Lien
Philip Friedlund
Karen Inman
Erik Lien
Sarah Robinson
Jeanne Schultz
Ross Elizondo
Marghe Tabar
Pat Peterson
Open Seat

Other Leaders:
Open seat
Seth Hayden
Gordon Deane
Tom Fabel
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Head Usher
Altar Guild
Second Friday Movies
Olivet Men’s Group

sethoutdoors@gmail.com
gdeane@access4less.net
tom.fabel@gmail.com

From the Director of Music

Mark Spitzack

Second Sunday in Lent (Feb. 25)
Psalm 22:23-31 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to God (v. 27)

Third Sunday in Lent (Mar. 4)
More about the psalms, the “hymnbook of the Bible.” Psalm 19 The commandment of God gives light to the
eyes (v. 8)
To recap… The psalms are sung prayers reflecting a
covenant relationship with God. In our Sacred Stories Fourth Sunday in Lent (Mar. 11)
portion of the service, they especially support the
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 God delivered them from their
Old Testament and Gospel readings. We kicked off
distress (v.19)
the singing of psalms to a simple chant tone on the
First Sunday in Lent. I thought it went very well! For Fifth Sunday in Lent (Mar. 19)
Psalm 51:1-12 Create in me a clean heart, O God (v.
now, we’re using a simple six-note melody. On the
10)
two “reciting tones” (on which you recite a lot of
or
words), just sing at about the same pace that you
Psalm 119:9-16 I treasure your promise in my heart (v.
would when speaking clearly. In the future we will
11)
use other tones, and sometimes we’ll add an antiphon (key verse that sums up the theme), or use a
Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
Taizé setting, a hymn paraphrase like “Joy to the
Liturgy of the Palms: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Blessed is
World (Psalm 98), or a choral setting.
the one who comes in the name of the LORD (v. 26)
Liturgy of the Passion: Psalm 31:9-16 Into your
Here’s another reason to sing the psalms. There’s
hands, O God, I commend my spirit (v. 1)
something about singing that makes it primal. I believe that sighs or moans are actually very basic sung
Maundy Thursday
prayers. If “prayer is the soul’s sincere desire” (James
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 I will take the cup of salvation
Montgomery), then why wouldn’t we sing our
and call on God’s name (v. 13)
prayers, at least sometimes? Singing is personal and
passionate. It comes from deep in the heart, where
Good Friday
we are most expressive and vulnerable. That’s also
Psalm 22 My God, my God, why have you forsaken
why some people find it scary to sing in front of oth- me? (v. 1)
ers (and why I dread karaoke).
Easter Vigil
Various psalms and canticles that correspond to the
Again, don’t worry about doing it “correctly.” Just
readings
sing along. You’re joining a long line of Jewish and
Christian sisters and brothers who have chanted their
praises, complaints, frustrations, and thanksgivings to Easter Day
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 This is the day that the LORD
God for thousands of years.
has made (v. 24)
Here are upcoming psalms with their antiphons from
the lectionary for Year B. That one key verse gives a
clue about the theme of the psalm and why it was
Daylight Savings Time
chosen for that particular day.
Begins Sunday, March 11
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14): Psalm 51:1-17
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadBe sure and set your clocks ahead one hour
fast love (v. 1)
First Sunday in Lent (Feb. 18)
Psalm 25:1-10 Your paths, O God, are steadfast love
and faithfulness (v. 10)
5

so that you can arrive on time for another
great Sunday at Olivet!

Olivet Church Council
Minutes of the February 13, 2018 Meeting
Present: John Blair, Karen Inman, Renée Kidney, Erik
Lien, Maren Lien, Sarah Robinson, Jeanne Schultz,
Marghe Tabar, and Rev. Michael Wasylik.
Absent: Ross Elizondo, Philip Friedlund, and Pat Peterson.

been cleaned and attractively painted by the Girl
Scout troop members.
Ben Awes and Kathy Oakley will be hosting a meeting
of the Clarence Johnston Society at Olivet the evening
of March 20th. Mr. Johnston was the architect of the
Olivet building.

Jeanne raised the request made by Kathy Lamp at the
annual meeting that a dependable method should be
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed designed to ensure members rotate the duty of hostthe church members recently elected to the council. ing Sunday morning coffee hours. Jeanne suggests
An updated version of the church council operations asking the Memorial Serving groups to each be remanual was distributed.
sponsible for three months and will be contacting the
group leaders to hear their opinions. Coffee hour
Karen asked for assistance and advice in conducting a hosting is seen as a novel way to involve new or marpersonnel review for Vanessa Bradby which should be ginally involved members.
finished shortly. Michael offered his help in seeing
this through to completion.
Michael Wasylik raised the need to plan Wednesday
night spring adult education programs. Karen offered
John clarified changes in the annual budget which
to arrange two sessions focusing on the care of foster
were made at the annual meeting. Later in the year, children and Renée offered a related speaker suggesif pledged money is arriving as expected, and with
tion. Renée recommended using one evening to excouncil approval, $500 will be restored to the Complain to church members the goals and objectives of
munity Works budget during the summer. John exthe Organizational Modernization Project and gather
plained the structure of the statement of financial
their ideas. In response to a query, Michael offered a
position and ways in which parts of the budget are
method for Bible study sessions led by lay leaders
spent and allocated. The treasurer’s report was apwhich are based on experience rather than pastoral
proved.
training. Sarah offered the idea of connecting with
Spanish speaking neighbors of the church by issuing
Sarah Robinson was welcomed as chair of the Build- an open dinner invitation and discussion of a current
ing and Grounds committee. After consulting with
topic of interest in the community. Sarah will talk to
previous chair, Paul Clasen, the project to repair con- Kate Wasylik about the possibilities and report back
crete as brought to the council in a previous meeting at the March council meeting. Maren received a posiwill be tabled. Paul suggests the first priority should tive response to her suggestion that the youth might
be replacement of a furnace and two water heaters
lead a session.
which may soon fail. Several violations, which have
been remedied, were found during the annual fire
Erik presented a timeline for the fledgling Organizainspection. Five door locks were adjusted and bags of tional Modernization Project and asked council memcharcoal and paint cans removed from the building.
bers to review the plans and let him know if they
Members should ensure that lighted candles are lit
would like to participate on the core advisory group.
only in spaces designated for worship, which include Members were asked to contact friends in churches
the sanctuary, fellowship hall, parlor, and chapel.
similar to Olivet and ask them about their church exCandles should not remain stored on shelves or trays. periences as they relate to seven benchmarking quesPaul has located a company which will complete the tions. Karen suggested a future meeting be held after
fire inspection for an annual $140 fee. A new door
a Sunday church service to discuss the responses.
was installed on a closet in the Scout room which has
(continued on next page)
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continued from previous page
Jeanne requested that consideration be given to
beginning council meetings at 6:30 p.m. so the
meetings do not last until after 9 p.m. It was proposed that business items be discussed during the
first hour and the remaining time focused on the
current Organizational Modernization Project.

Session 3 (March 21): Palestinian liberation theology,
represented by Palestinian Israeli Reverend Naim
Ateek; and Jewish liberation theology represented by
U.S. Jewish academic Marc Ellis and U.S. Rabbi Brant
Rosen.
*contents are subject to change!

The meeting was adjourned, after which Karen
Inman provided a light-hearted joke and Michael
offered a prayer.

Olivet Organ on the Air!

The Twin Cities chapter of the
American Guild of Organists
Respectfully submitted,
(TCAGO) presents its anMargaret Tabar
nual “(Before) Bach’s Birthday
Council Clerk
Bash,” which will take place all
day on Saturday, March 17, four
days before Johann Sebastian
Announcements
Bach’s actual 333rd Birthday
(3/21/1685). Musicians will give free hour-long performances in five venues in Saint Paul, and this year it
Wednesday all starts at Olivet! Save the date. Come to the church
Night Sessions (or all the churches), or tune in for the Olivet hour!
on the
Palestine/Israel 9-10 a.m. Olivet Congregational Church
issue
10:30-11:30 a.m. St. Mark Catholic Church
1-2 p.m. St. Clement’s Episcopal Church
2:30-3:30 p.m. House of Hope Presbyterian Church
On three Wednesday nights in Lent (March 7, 14, 21),
Liza Burr will offer a three-session overview of the Pal- The first hour will be broadcast live from Olivet on
estine/Israel issue, including historical background and Classical MPR, and will include a selection played by
current realities. Please see the attachment in our
our Director of Music, Mark Spitzack, as well as a
weekly email newsletter for a complete outline.
chamber organ piece featuring Bruce Jacobs (frequent
substitute organist), accompanying Paul Berget on the
Quote from Jeff Halper, Minnesotan and Macalester
lute.
graduate, Israeli living in Jerusalem, retired professor,
founder of the Israeli Committee Against House Demo- Pat and Joel Peterson have a new address:
litions (ICAHD): “Let’s be honest (for once): The prob- 1015 Sibley Memorial Highway, Apt. 233, Lilydale, MN.
lem in the Middle East is not the Palestinian people,
55118. They are pleased to have a bright, spacious
not Hamas, not the Arabs, not Hezbollah or the Irani- two-bedroom apartment overlooking the Mississippi
ans or the entire Muslim world. It’s us, the Isriver bluffs. Everything is on one level, with no stairs
raelis.” (2006) .
to climb, so it is a great place for Joel with his medical
concerns. On Tuesday of this week, Joel had surgery
Session 1 (March 7): my story (very brief); a selective to strengthen his right leg and is now in physical therreview of the historical record from the late 19th cen- apy to help him recover and walk again. The surgery
tury up to the present.
went well, he is happy to be on his feet, and may return to the new apartment on Friday. Pat and Joel are
Session 2 (March 14): conditions in the Palestinian Ter- so grateful for the help they are receiving from Olivet
ritories under Israeli occupation for 50+ years .
friends in their move and during Joel's cancer treatment.
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Announcements — continued from previous page
Pastor’s Schedule
The Rev. Michael Wasylik has office hours Tuesday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Call (651) 646-1478 to schedule an
appointment or to leave a message for him. In the event of
a pastoral emergency, you may contact Michael at his cell
phone number: (708) 752-3034.
Second Friday Film Night – March 9

asking you for forgiveness." Simple yet profound words that
would carry him through as he discovers and brings new life
to the daughter who didn’t return.
Starring Bergman icon Max von Sydow and introducing
cinematographer Sven Nykvist who would ultimately collaborate with the director on many of his subsequent films.
(not officially rated, but I would give it an R rating — for
physical and sexual violence/black and white/89 minutes)
Potluck appetizers at 6:30 pm/ screening at approximately
7 pm.
Dear Olivet friends,

Our next art opening will feature Ara Elizabeth, artist and
author, following worship on
Sunday, April 15, in our parlor.
Legendary Swedish filmmaker Ingmar Bergman's "The VirShe says she will be showing
gin Spring" (Oscar for Best Foreign Film 1960), will be feaplayful, vibrant, and imaginatured in March. A haunting and harrowing tale set in metive works of mixed media on
dieval Sweden when the paganism of Norse mythology
basswood panels and clay(Odin) and Christianity were competing for the hearts and bord, inspired by nature, joy, children, and divine guidminds of the Scandinavian people. Jealousy, betrayal, rape, ance. Please join me in welcoming her that wonderful cofmurder, possessing power vs. being powerless, revenge,
fee hour!
redemption, atonement, and resurrection (metaphoric resurrection) — along with the relationship between God and Alongside you in all that inspires us, Rachel Awes
faith as impacted through human suffering and the possibility of transfiguration through prayer — are but some of the (If you would be interested in having your creative expresthemes explored in this film.
sion featured in a future art show at Olivet, or have an artist you would like to recommend, please email Rachel at
Devout Christians Per Tore and Mareta are the living emrachelawes@gmail.com or catch her some Sunday followbodiment of their faith-- the couple living and breathing
ing worship!)
Christ through their daily devotion, and expressing their
faith and love in the fellowship of their adoptive family and
Girl Scout Cookie Sale
communal farming enclave.
This prosperous farmer and his wife send their two daughters on horseback: their only conceived child — (the lightheartedly innocent and willful virgin daughter Karin), and
their older foster daughter, Ingeri, (darkly rebellious and
brooding) — to deliver their offering of candles for the
Easter matins (vigils). Only one of the daughters would return...
What follows is a spiritual crisis with a moment of insight
for the farmer. In a prayerful conversation with God, he
wrestles with his conscience and his faith — and grapples
with the mystery of God. His imploring utterances are the
primal and spare speech of a grieving heart in God's apparent silence: "God I don't understand you, yet I am always
8

Olivet Girl Scouts: Callie Beach, Ruby Heitkamp-Scorzelli,
Maren Lien, and Eve Wasylik will once again be offering Girl
Scout cookies for sale following Sunday worship services
February 4 - March 18. Cookies are $4 per box. The girls
will rotate Sundays in case you want to spread out your
purchases. Thank you for supporting Girl Scouts, but especially thanks for supporting our Olivet girls.

February, March and April Loose Change Campaign

“Nones” is
the term for
persons who,
when asked
to identify
their religious
affiliation,
simply answer “none.”

Needs of students at Galtier and City School are
great. But you don’t need to wait, the need is
now. Ask any teacher, and they will tell you the
students need mittens, hats, socks, etc. Children
will also get lunch when playing outside, so
schools always need sweatpants.

Often they are spiritual, yet do not follow a
traditional path. The author of a new book in
the Olivet library, Corinna Nicolaou, writes of her
multiyear journey to discover and explore faith
communities across America who each practice
one of the four largest faith traditions in the
country: Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism or Islam.
Hers is a respectful, and at times humorous
account of people who seek a right relationship
with others, the world, and their god. A None’s
Story, can be found on display in the Olivet library
or shelved at 200 Nic.

Winter is still here and will be around for at least
two months. Fill the box with items students
need. And drop your change in the plate. Help
take the bite of winter.

Treasurer’s Report: Operating Budget
(as of January 31, 2018)

INCOME
Pledges
Endowment Draw
Other
TOTAL
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff
Program & Benevolence
Building & Office
TOTAL
Net income over expenses

Year End
Budget
211,000
39,600
40,726
291,326

YTD
2018
75,508
3,300
21,605
100,413

YTD
2017
76,152
3,300
8,739
88,191

211,772
27,510
52,044
291,326

18,509
394
7,335
26,238

16,942
220
10,124
27,286

0

74,175

60,905

Stock Gifts
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following information:
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of
shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say whom it’s from. Unless
the office has been informed, we don’t know whom to credit.
2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to UBS Financial.
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EVENTS AT OLIVET: MARCH 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

5

6

*Sunday
Schedule
Caritas Concert
4 p.m.
Sanctuary
Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

11

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor
Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

12

13

*Sunday
Schedule

8
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.
Finance Meeting
5 p.m., T Room

Girls Scouts
Basement, 1 p.m.
Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

18

TC Recorders
2 p.m., Hall

21

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

Youth & Family
Fellowship, 5 p.m.

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Chronic
Somethings
6:30 p.m., Parlor

Viols
noon, Parlor
Olivet Men’s
Group (OMG)
6:00 p.m.

CJS Tour
6 - 7:30 p.m.

Second Friday
Film Night
“The Virgin
Spring”
6:30, Parlor

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.
Turkish Dancers
10:30 a.m., Hall

MPR Audio
set-up
For BBB
Sanctuary
10 a.m.

17
Organ Practice
7 a.m.
Bach Birthday Bash
10 a.m.
Turkish Dancers
11:00 a.m., Hall

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

22
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

10

16

7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

20

Girl Scouts, 3:00 p.m.
Basement

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

15

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner

*Sunday
Schedule
OLIVETIAN
DEADLINE

Viols
noon, Parlor

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

19

English Dance
noon—midnight., Hall

9

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Youth Group
7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

14

Council Meeting
7:00 p.m., Parlor

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

3

Worship
Committee
6:30, T Room

7

Deacon’s Meeting
Ann Hobbie’s
house
7 p.m.

2

Saturday

Viols
noon, Parlor

*Sunday Schedule
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Nursery care available
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Coffee Hour
Calendar items in italic denote outside
group using Olivet facilities.

4

Friday

23

24
Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.

Viols
noon, Parlor

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Youth Group

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

Holy Week
Rehearsal
10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary

7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.

25

26
*Sunday
Schedule
PALM SUNDAY

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.

10

27
Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor

Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

28

29
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

30
Viols
noon, Parlor

NO WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
5:45 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY
7:00 p.m.

31
Bell Choir, Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.
Holy Week, Rehearsal
10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
EASTER VIGIL
8:00 p.m.

March Celebrations

Birthdays
Benjamin Allison
Jeff Benjamin
Steven Church
Maggie Lais
Lael Robertson
Ellie Berg
Bruce Berry
Matthew Sweeney
Daniel Schultz

3/01
3/05
3/05
3/07
3/08
3/09
3/10
3/11
3/13

Benjamin Awes
Martha Morgan
Jereb Cheatham
Earl Eldridge
Augustus Nelson
Bonnie Eldridge
Dawn Singleton
Rachel Clasen

3/16
3/24
3/27
3/27
3/27
3/28
3/28
3/28

The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace. We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And in particular, we pray for those
who have asked to be named before God:

Kathy CURTIS, , mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz, in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Dave SWEENEY, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art and Martha KAEMMER.
Joel PETERSON, at home, in Lilydale.

April Olivetian Deadline:
Monday, March 19
All articles and calendar items for the March issue
of The Olivetian
are due in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net) by Monday, March 19
Thank you! - Liz Waters, Olivet Church Administrator
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard “Butch” Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry
For Children, Youth and Family
Church Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Jeanne Schultz
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm
Philip Friedlund
Marghe Tabar
Seth Hayden
Sarah Robinson
Maggie Lais

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone (651) 646-1478 Fax (651) 644-3838
www.olivetucc.net contact@olivetucc.net
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Moderator
Vice-Moderator
Senior Deacons
Treasurer
Council Clerk
Altar Guild
Wednesday Chef
Nursery Care

