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Worship Schedule
The heart of our life together
10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship in the Sanctuary
The Reverend Michael Wasylik presiding

Happening in February
Wednesday Nights Resume
Starting on February 7
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Youth Group

February 2018

Scottish Island Concert
Friday, February 2,
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. (p. 8)
Friday Night Movie:
“Tangerines” February 9 (p. 8)
Shape Note Singers, February
10, all day, all welcome! (pg 7)
Lenten Evensong, February 25
4 p.m.

Sunday, February 4: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
(Communion Sunday). Readings: Isaiah 40:21-31; 1
Corinthians 9:16-23; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; and Mark
1:29-39.
Sunday, February 11: Transfiguration Sunday Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Psalm 50:1-6;
and Mark 9:2-9.
Wednesday, February 14: Ash Wednesday Readings:
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10; Psalm
51:1-17; and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.
Sunday, February 18: First Sunday in Lent. Readings:
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Psalm 25:1-10; and
Mark 1:9-15.
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The Olivetian is published monthly by Olivet
Congregational Church (United Church of
Christ), 1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, MN
55104. Contact the church at (651) 646-1478
or contact@ olivet ucc.net to comment, contribute, or note changes of address.

Sunday, February 25: Second Sunday in Lent. Readings: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25; Psalm
22:23-31; and Mark 8:31-38.

From the Pastor
Rev. Michael Wasylik
Growing Up, Going Forth
A reflection on Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 and Matthew 4:1-11
Lent begins this month. Let’s read two stories about growing up
(go ahead, you’ll be glad you did). Ready? The context of the
first story is that God had created the heavens and earth with
humankind as the final act of creation. A careful reading debunks
a misconception. We think of the two people commonly called
Adam and Eve as the only two human beings when, in fact, the
Bible notes there were other human beings living in other lands.
(continued on next page)

The difference is that these were God’s humans,
made in God’s image. It is likely that God placed
them in the garden to learn and grow before venturing out into the lands beyond. As they became able
to tend the garden, they would gain the necessary
wisdom and skills to bring God’s beautiful and good
order to bear upon the wider creation. In a sense,
God was passing the baton of creation to them.

And this, of course, is what a dual expression of good
and evil looks like. What the serpent said was true:
they did not die, and their eyes were opened. However, it also did them great harm. They grew up too
fast. Their simple world fell away, and they were utterly unprepared for the world they now had to navigate.
We move to the gospel reading where Jesus, likewise,
is on the cusp of maturity. Heretofore, he had lived a
life that the Bible did not warrant remarkable enough
to record, until one day he set down his carpenter’s
tools, walked to the river and was baptized. There,
like the first humans, God blessed him: the sun shone
through and voice of God declared, “This is my son,
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” There,
like the first humans, God gave him something to
do—in this case, the beginning of his ministry. Yet,
unlike the first humans, God intentionally sent him
into the wilderness to finally overcome that serpent
whispering in our ears.

We join the story as the human beings are on the
cusp of maturity. God is giving them specific instructions on how to tend the garden, with special notes in
regard to a few trees. The tree of life would bless
them in their tasks, while the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil would be forbidden until such a time
that they were ready for it. It is like any parent slowly
granting responsibility to their children. Grow up too
fast, and the consequences can be dire, even deadly.
Given time and nurture, the child is ready to safely
leave the home. In the same way, the prohibition
upon the tree of the knowledge of good and evil can
best be understood as provisional, existing until the
two humans had gained, through trusting obedience Churchgoers have heard what comes next so many
toward God, the wisdom necessary to rule within the times that bears the hallmark of a classic—and by
classic I mean something more like a Warner Brothers
wider earth.
cartoon classic. You know—the bit where the protagonist is faced with a moral dilemma and when,
The story jumps ahead and introduces the serpent
into our tale. It’s important to realize that for people upon pausing to consider his options, out from the
ether pops an angel on one shoulder and a devil on
in ancient times, the serpent did not symbolize the
devil. Instead, the serpent symbolized what is known the other. The angel looks like the main character
as the dual expression of good and evil. The serpent except that he has wings and a halo and speaks in
soft, angelic tones on behalf of all God’s creatures.
was the emergence of worldly wisdom. It was the
conscience wrestling with itself, writhing like a snake The devil also looks like the main character except
that he has horns and chomps on a cigar, and speaks
in the mind. Notice, now, what the human beings
in a Brooklyn accent on behalf of the needs of the
desire: they saw the tree that it was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that it would protagonist—that, and he likes to refer to the angel
make one wise. These are good things. Perhaps they as “That dope over there.”
hesitate, saying: “But God said we would die if we ate
this, so we had better not.” So the serpent speaks up, We don’t know how Jesus encountered the devil—
whether the devil was incarnate and chomped on a
saying: “You will not die; for God knows that when
cigar or whether he simply writhed in the mind.
you eat of it your eyes will be opened.”
(continued on next page)
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But either way, I’m guessing that the devil looked a lot
like Jesus himself—much like Warner Brothers would
suggest. He appealed to Jesus’ sense of compassion.
He came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread." I
mean, certainly God doesn’t want any one to go hungry, especially God’s own son. Likewise, then he said
to him: "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down and the angels will bear you up.” I mean, that’s
a good thing, right? Then the devil appealed to Jesus’
sense of justice. He showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and said to him, "All these I will give you, if
you will fall down and worship me." I mean, consider
the good that Jesus could do as King of Jerusalem!

I promise you that to do otherwise will provide
‘serpentine’ results at best—a dual expression of good
and evil whereby nothing ever changes.

In this moment in history the church is being called
upon to grow up, and likewise the spiritual lives of the
people within it. Like the first humans, and like Jesus,
we have a task placed before us, and Lent is the time
to prepare. I am asking you to do this right. Come to
church. Worship the Lord, if for no other reason than
to remind you that a loving God is at the center of the
universe, not anything else. Learn to read your Bibles,
if for no other reason than those in power have and
are using it to shape society to their own ends. Pray
daily, and really hard, that the soul might be fashPersonally, I think the amazing part of this story is that ioned into something strong enough to withstand
Jesus could tell the difference between the devil and whatever comes its way. And remember that Lent
himself at all. Temptation is most persuasive when it nears its end with a march into the heart of Jerusalooks like the very best parts of our selves—the parts lem. This is how our faith works: all things in life anthat are compassionate and loving and just and want ticipating the promise of Easter; all things we do preto do right but just don’t know how. I am thinking of paring the way.
the parts of us that want to do good in the world, but
rush in unprepared and end up making things worse. The world needs us to do this right. Let’s not be
This is especially poignant in light of the urgency felt tempted to cut corners.
by many people (myself included) who currently perceive a deep societal threat. We want to make a
From the Moderator
moral stand, but we are unprepared to do so because
Erik Lien
the internal work has not been done.
We do well to remember that it was the internal work
that made the suffragists and abolitionists successful;
that infused the civil rights movement with power.
They got the heart right before they marched forth.
They cultivated a faith that made it possible to do the
great thing. They demanded respect for women, respect between the races, and jobs for all—but they
did these out of a singular focus on God. This is why
Jesus says in his rebuke: "Away with you, Satan! for it
is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.'" Serve only him. Not politics first and faith to
fill in gaps. Serve only him.

The timing of the February Olivetian deadline is a little
funny in that it comes just a few days before the Annual Meeting. Between the time I write this column
the time you read it, a whole lot of business will have
gone down. (I hope it went well!) So this one will be
brief.
I just finished reading the 2017 Annual Report. As
usual, Liz did a masterful job managing and compiling
the content this year, and there were some Pulitzerworthy reports inside. If there are any leftover Annual
Reports, we may explore selling them on Amazon as a
new revenue stream.
(continued on next page)
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Even before flipping to Mark’s incredible three-page recap
of our year in Worship, I was left with a clear impression:
This remains one active community! The committee recaps were richly detailed, and gratitude flowed through
these pages. It was a year to remember at Olivet.
Just as amazing, all these contributions came from the
hands of a relatively small, dedicated community.
As we discussed at the Annual Meeting, the main work
we’re tackling this year is a modernization project: An opportunity to reorganize in a way that ensures Olivet can
continue doing the things that are important to us even as
our membership changes. This is the time to do it. Michael
himself shared in his 2017 recap that participation at Olivet remains high, but members are increasingly seeking to
engage through something other than committees. For
evidence, one need look no further than that same 2017
Annual Report. We’re still able to pack 34 pages full of de-

tails, which is a continued blessing—but within those details are clear signs that our organizational model no
longer fits us, such as short-staffed committees and vacancies on Council.
If this project goes as hoped, two benefits resulting from it
will be to: A) create new “right-sized” opportunities for
those members who haven’t yet found ways to get involved, and B) open up time and space to explore new,
exciting ideas that have simply been waiting for their moment. This effort is meant to engage us all.
As one year turns over to the next, I’m reminded of a
quote from former UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold:
For all that has been...thanks.
For all that will be...yes.

Habitat Build at Crow Creek
Dear Olivetians,
Thank you for your gifts to the Dakota Tipis Habitat
work at Crow Creek. The people of Crow Creek have
been through many difficulties over the past few
years, including a deadly windstorm, but we have
stuck by their side through it all. The work is complete and Billy Joe and his family are moving in. The
board of Dakotah Tipis Habitat and all the people of
Crow Creek are even more appreciative of our recent financial support which enabled the completion of the house after the resignation of their director. The repair of the broken picture window will complete the work. We have led them forward to a new hope. The Habitat chapter is carrying a debt of
$40,000 primarily due to the building of the visitor center and ongoing finance charges. An interest in
making a donation to reduce the debt has developed. It would be used as a
matching fund that would reduce or eliminate the debt. At this point $11,000 has
been contributed as a matching fund to leverage other donations that are being
pursued. Would you be interested in participating? Please respond with your interest.
Thank you,
Philip Friedlund
and the Olivet Crew
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From the Director of Music

Mark Spitzack

Meet Rev. Dr. Richard Nelson
and Rev. Kristen Nelson

The theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer and others have called
the psalter the “prayer book of the Bible.” I like to call it
the “hymn book of the Bible.” Hebrew headings in the
Book of Psalms (shir, mizmor, tellihah) translate as “song,”
“hymn,” and “melody of praise.” We know that the psalms
were sung because their manuscripts actually include in“I very much look forward to providing leadership,
structions for the music director!

support, and care at Olivet during the first 3 months
During Lent we will begin singing the psalms together. We of Michael’s sabbatical beginning after Easter. Towill use a simple six-note melody (“psalm tone”) divided
gether with Kristen, we anticipate serving with joy
into two phrases which helps reflect the parallelism of the and meaning in the midst of a congregation, staff,
psalms — their key poetic characteristic. The same sixand people for whom we care very much; and to help
note tone is used for every verse of the psalm. The first
make this time of Sabbath restful, happy, and worrynote of the phrase is called a “reciting tone.” On that one free for our own pastor, Michael.”
pitch, you sing most of the words of the phrase; then you
finish it with the other three notes.

Rick is the Executive Director for Central MN Habitat
We will have some brief pre-service mini-rehearsals to try for Humanity. He has over thirty-five years of experiit out, but as your “cantor” (leader of your song), I ask that ence serving non-profits as a senior pastor and consultant in various contexts both domestically and inyou give it a try — and give it some time. It may seem
awkward and foreign for a while, but with time I believe
ternationally. He has devoted much of his career to
you’ll get the hang of it and elevate the Psalm of the Day
walking with people seeking to improve their lives
to its proper place in our “Sacred Stories” as a sung Biblical and enjoy their very best possible future, working on
prayer.
behalf of movements focused in the areas of children
and families, homelessness, food scarcity, affordable
One more thing for now… “Isn’t chanting a Catholic
housing, community building, and cooperative interthing?” I have heard this question at Olivet from time to
time. This raises a bigger issue — probably for another Oli- faith ventures. Rick has a doctorate in leadership
from Luther Seminary in St. Paul.
vetian article — but the short answer is that most of the
liturgical and musical practices revived by churches in recent decades were around long before there was such a
thing as a Roman Catholic, Orthodox or Protestant church.
Chanting is more like a return to our roots — our very
early roots — in the New Testament church and even before that, in the Jewish faith. It’s catholic, but with a small
“c” —meaning “universal.”

Kristen serves as Chaplain for Brookdale Hospice
throughout the Twin Cities area. She has previously
served as a Pastor in several settings, Lead Chaplain
for a large hospital in West Virginia, Spiritual Care
provider for Hazelden/Betty Ford Center, and as Program Director for The Dwelling Place—a series of
shelters for women and children exiting abusive conPerhaps we could consider praying and singing the psalms
texts.
as part of our Lenten discipline — a way to “let the word
of Christ dwell in us richly” (Colossians 3:16). Don’t worry
about doing it correctly. Just sing! Your cantor and choir
will lead you.
And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night
When utmost evil strove against the light?
Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
- Fred Pratt Green
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Rick grew up in the San Diego, CA area and has spent
over 17 years in Minnesota. He and his wife Kristen—
a Stearns County girl—and 12 year old Lucy enjoy any
activities on or near the water, movies, reading, and
the live music scene. Along with golf, theater, and
their dogs (Fiona and Joe) their lives are busy, rich,
and happy.

Olivet Church Council
Minutes of the December 12, 2017 Meeting

ning the first week of April. The Council and Membership committee members will host a formal coffee
Present: Paul Clasen, Philip Friedlund, Cheryl Garhour those mornings, so members may meet Rev.
ceau, Karen Inman, Erik Lien, Jeanne Schultz, Marghe Nelson. To better understand the upcoming sabbatiTabar, and Rev. Michael Wasylik
cal period, Olivetians are encouraged to read the column in the December/January Olivetian written by
Absent: Suzy Ahrens, John Blair, Jean Fabel, Renée or Moderator Erik Lien. The goal is for Rev. Wasylik to
Dan Kidney, Maren Lien, Pat Peterson, and Peggy
experience both a restful and fruitful time. Plans are
Squire
being made to ensure pastoral care will be available
to members during the sabbatical period.
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer.
In John’s absence, Philip summarized the current toLiz Waters is training Maggie Lais so that she may
substitute in the office on days when Liz is away from tals of the 2017 budget and presented the most recent draft of the 2018 spending plan which includes
her desk.
funding for the upcoming sabbatical and an increase
in hours for the church administrator so that she can
Because of the lack of a clear funding source, the
Women’s Fellowship has agreed to cover a shortage invest more time in the areas of publicity, online media presence, and instituting new revenue streams for
in the coffee fund. Philip predicted that a balanced
budget will be achieved in December and the invest- Olivet. Erik commented that we have received 60
ments continue to grow. The suggestion was floated pledges this year compared to 64 pledges last year.
The Finance Committee traditionally uses a figure of
that Olivet’s beautiful and historic sanctuary should
be promoted as a site for small weddings. A motion 95% of the pledged amount each year when formuto approve the Treasurer’s report was seconded and lating the budget. The remaining 5% is used as a
hedge against any pledges not being paid in full. Rev.
approved.
Wasylik thanked Erik, Karen, John, and Philip for their
Paul reported that the steep stairways at the north
work in drafting the 2018 budget.
entrance to the sanctuary will be closed until springtime due to icy conditions. As a safety precaution,
The date for this year’s annual meeting will be Januhand railings will be installed on both sides of stairary 28th.
ways inside the building. Paul offered a project to be
considered for 2018 whereby repairs will be made in Michael ended the meeting with a prayer.
crevices around the building where the concrete is
shifting and water enters, thereby forcing more sepaUpcoming Wednesday Night Sessions
ration. The cost would be $6,000 and would not inon the Palestine/Israel Issue
clude repair of the sidewalk concrete upheaval on
Dewey Street, which is the city’s responsibility. The
On three
council will consider this project further at the JanuWednesday
ary meeting.
nights in Lent
There is an urgent need for a new leader of the building and grounds committee, because Paul’s term of
office is expiring. Appeals to the members will be
made on Sundays and council members discussed
ways to recruit candidates for the position.
Rev. Richard Nelson will preach on January 21st and
March 11th prior to Rev. Wasylik’s sabbatical begin
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(March 7, 14,
21), Liza Burr
will offer a
three-session
overview of the Palestine/Israel issue, including historical background and current realities.
Details to follow.

Minutes of the January 16, 2018 Meeting

a proposed 2018 budget and John followed with comments about which expenditures are most flexible
Present: John Blair, Paul Clasen, Jean Fabel, Philip
such as those associated with building maintenance,
Friedlund, Karen Inman, Erik Lien, Maren Lien, Pat
benevolences, and membership. Separate budget
Peterson, Jeanne Schultz, Marghe Tabar, and Rev. Mi- lines will be created for the Peace and Justice comchael Wasylik
mittee and the Community Works committee.
Anonymous donors provided over $1000 to cover the
Absent: Suzy Ahrens, Cheryl Garceau, Renée or Dan
shortfall in the cost of supplies and preparation costs
Kidney, and Peggy Squire.
of Wednesday night dinners. This included the unbudgeted preparation cost increase finalized in
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer.
March. A motion was moved and approved to accept
changes made in the budget draft as presented which
Marghe spoke about the origin and purpose of groups included increasing the hours worked by the church
of Olivet members which may be called upon to offer administrator. The budget will be presented to the
hospitality at memorial services. These were begun congregation at the annual meeting on January 28th.
in 2013, however many members are not aware of
their existence. Marghe requested permission to pre- Michael ended the meeting with a prayer after comsent this information at the 2018 Annual Meeting.
menting on the quotation from Ecclesiastes 11 “Cast
thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after
A contract will be finalized shortly with Dr. Richard
many days.”
Nelson who will be providing pastoral services during
the upcoming sabbatical of Rev. Michael Wasylik.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Tabar
Philip was happy to bring news to the council that in- Council Clerk
come was received to fulfill the 2017 budget. He
noted variances in certain line items that will be con19th Annual Minnesota State Harp Singing
sidered when finalizing the 2018 budget. Revenue
exceeded expenses by $9500, which the finance com- Convention, Saturday, February 10
Join shape-note
mittee recommended be carried over into the 2018
singers from all
budget.
around the U.S. and
abroad for a celeAfter discussion, the council voted and approved the
bration of Sacred
expenditure of the loose-change offering for FebruHarp singing from
ary, March and April to be used for purchasing a supthe 1991 Denson
ply of mittens, hats, socks, and sweatpants for stu“red book” edition
dents at Galtier School and St. Paul City School.
of the Sacred Harp.
Members will also be asked to donate these items.
All are welcome!
The donated money should be distributed monthly to
allow the schools to purchase these clothes for immediate use. The amount donated by members through
the loose-change offering will be matched by funds in
the Community Works budget.
Erik reviewed the slate of candidates for committee
leaders which will be presented at the 2018 annual
meeting.
Representing the Finance committee, Philip outlined
7

Registration: 9:00am
Singing starts at 9:30am, ends around 3:00 p.m.
Dinner on the Grounds (potluck): 12:00pm. Child
care available.
For more information, check out the following
link: http://www.freude.com/fasola/

Announcements
Pastor’s Schedule
The Rev. Michael Wasylik has office hours TuesdayFriday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Call (651) 646-1478 to
schedule an appointment or to leave a message for
him. In the event of a pastoral emergency, you may
contact Michael at his cell phone number: (708) 7523034.
Second Friday Film Night – February 9

begin to have an understanding, a respect, and a camaraderie for each other — leading to a recovery of
their own humanity.
This visually and psychologically riveting film is both a
morality tale and a tale of survival that touches on a
number of themes, among them: the capacity of war
to generate ethical conflict and moral confusion; the
capability of shared experience for creating empathy
and revealing a common humanity; the potential of
love and compassion to override discord and estrangement, leading to acceptance, forgiveness, and reconciliation — and ultimately to peace and harmony.
(Not Rated/color/87 minutes)
Potluck appetizers at 6:30 pm/ screening at approximately 7 pm.

"Tangerines" (2013), filmmaker Zaza Urushadze's
Oscar nominated (Best Foreign Language Film) eloquent exploration of the destructive and debilitating
effects of war on survivors, will be screened in February.
Two Estonian immigrants, a carpenter and a farmer,
struggle to craft a living in 1992-1993 civil war-torn
Abkhazia (western Georgia). Life for them now has
dramatically changed and each day has become a challenge — bringing chaos and uncertainty from the conflict. The quietude of this beautiful and bucolic countryside is frequently invaded by the sound of gunfire,
which eventually arrives at the carpenter's doorstep,
in a skirmish between Chechen mercenaries (fighting
with the Abkhaz separatists) and the Georgian nationalists.
Amongst the dead are two critically injured soldiers,
whom the carpenter brings to his home to nurse back
to health. Entrenched in their prejudice, anger and enmity, the men are initially openly hostile to each other.
But as the days pass and they are deeper into their
recovery, the compassionate care provided by this
peaceful and pacifist elder has an effect, and they
8

16th Annual Scottish
Island Concert
Friday, February 2,
7:30 p.m. at Olivet
Doors open at 7 pm; No advance tickets necessary.
The island is calling! Join the Celtic music group
Dunquin, with special music guest Anna Lee Roberts, our stellar cellist! Author Audrey McClellan
will provide readings from her Scottish Island books
as we once more conjure up the beautiful little island of Eilean Dubh.
Listen to the very best of Scottish music and tales
and partake in a fabulous Scottish Tea at the interval. We'll have tunes and treats galore. This year's
theme is "With Love From Cape Breton," and we'll
highlight the vigorous and tender traditional music
brought by Scottish immigrants 200-250 years ago
from "the auld countrie."
Doors open at 7 p.m.; concert at 7:30.The $16 admission at the door includes the fabulous Scottish
complimentary tea (oh, those scones!) And —
admission is half price for Olivet members — just
mention that you're a parishioner when you come in
the door! Warm up a cold night with great music
and tasty treats!

February, March and April Loose Change Campaign

Needs of students at Galtier and City School are
great. But you don’t need to wait, the need is
now. Ask any teacher, and they will tell you the
students need mittens, hats, socks, etc. Children
will also get lunch when playing outside, so
schools always need sweatpants.
Winter is still here and will be around for at least
two months. Fill the box with items students
need. And drop your change in the plate. Help
take the bite of winter.

Rescuing Jesus
A title new to the Olivet
library—Rescuing Jesus:
How People of Color,
Women and Queer Christians are Reclaiming
Evangelicalism—was recently noted as one of the
best religion and spirituality books of the past
year. Written by awardwinning journalist and
radio producer Deborah
Jian Lee, the author ven
tures into the world of progressive evangelicalism
and describes how the evangelical church is evolve
ing because of the infusion of the young, people of
color, and members of the LGBTQ community. She
argues that the beliefs and work of these young
people could change both the face and the sub
stance of religion in the U.S. Found on display in
the Olivet library, or shelved at 277.3 Lee

Treasurer’s Report: Operating Budget
(as of December 31, 2017)

INCOME
Pledges
Endowment Draw
Other
TOTAL
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff
Program & Benevolence
Building & Office
TOTAL
Net income over expenses

Year End
Budget
212,030
39,600
27,857
279,487

YTD
2017
215,061
39,600
26,739
281,400

YTD
2016
212,640
41,000
20,951
274,591

198,783
25,900
54,804
279,487

197,320
24,024
50,526
271,870

168,414
19,770
49,640
237,824

0

9,191

36,767

Stock Gifts
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following information:
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of
shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say whom it’s from. Unless
the office has been informed, we don’t know whom to credit.
2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to UBS Financial.
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EVENTS AT OLIVET: FEBRUARY 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

*Sunday Schedule
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Nursery care available
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Coffee Hour
Calendar items in italic denote outside
group using Olivet facilities.

Friday
2

Viols
noon, Parlor
Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

Scottish Island
Concert
7:30 p.m.
(set-up at
5 p.m.)

Saturday
3
Bldg & Grounds
8:00 a.m., Hall
Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.
Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Turkish Dancers
10:30 a.m., Hall

4

5

6

*Sunday
Schedule
Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

11

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

Finance Meeting
5 p.m., T Room
WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Youth Group
7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

13

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

Council Meeting
7:00 p.m., Parlor

21
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Youth & Family
Fellowship, 5 p.m.

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

26
*Sunday
Schedule
TC Recorders
Parlor, 2:00 p.m.
Lenten Evensong
4:00 p.m.

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.

10

27
Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor

Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.

17

Viols
noon, Parlor

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.

Olivet Men’s
Group (OMG)
6:00 p.m.

28
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner
7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

Turkish Dancers
10:30 a.m., Hall

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

22

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Youth Group

25

Shapenote Singers
7:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

VALENTINES DAY

PRESIDENTS DAY

Girl Scouts, 3:00 p.m.
Basement

16

7:35 Choir
Rehearsal

Chronic
Somethings
6:30 p.m., Parlor

Second Friday
Film Night
“Tangerines”
6:30, Parlor

10

Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT OLIVET
5:30 Dinner

20

OLIVETIAN
DEADLINE

Community
Works, T Room
7:00 p.m.

15

14

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Faith Formation
Meeting,
7 p.m., T Room

19
*Sunday
Schedule

9
Viols
noon, Parlor

ASH WEDNESDAY
Service at 7 p.m.

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

18

8
Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

12
*Sunday
Schedule

7

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor

23

Viols
noon, Parlor
Men’s AA
basement
7:00 p.m.

24

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
8:45 a.m.
Evensong
Rehearsal
10:30 a.m. - noon

February Celebrations
Anniversaries
Mark and Bonnie Eldridge
Roger and Lana Cheatham

2/03
2/05

Rob and Linda Arnold

2/09

Birthdays
Gordon Deane
Jeanne Schultz
Gracie Tilney-Kaemmer
Kaarin Long
Tom McClellan
Barbara McClellan
Paul Clasen
John Gaylord
Ann Benjamin

2/01
2/01
2/01
2/01
2/02
2/05
2/07
2/08
2/09

Tom Fabel
Joel Peterson
Joan Steinmann
Alexander Nelson
Cris Lien
Edward Gamble
Frank Robinson
Robert Jackson

2/12
2/20
2/21
2/23
2/25
2/27
2/27
2/28

The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace. We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And in particular, we pray for those
who have asked to be named before God:

Pat HART, in memory care at the Alton in St. Paul.
Layla and all foster children.
Bennie REICH, recovering at St. Anthony Health Center.
Dave SWEENEY, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art and Martha KAEMMER.
Joel PETERSON, at Southview Acres, in West St. Paul.

March Olivetian Deadline:
Monday, February 19
All articles and calendar items for the March issue
of The Olivetian
are due in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net) by Monday, February 19
Thank you! - Liz Waters, Olivet Church Administrator
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard “Butch” Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry
For Children, Youth and Family
Church Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Jeanne Schultz
Jean Fabel/Jon Morgan
Philip Friedlund
Marghe Tabar
Seth Hayden
Sarah Robinson
Maggie Lais

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone (651) 646-1478 Fax (651) 644-3838
www.olivetucc.net contact@olivetucc.net
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Moderator
Vice-Moderator
Senior Deacons
Treasurer
Council Clerk
Altar Guild
Wednesday Chef
Nursery Care

