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Worship Schedule 
The heart of our life together 

10:00 a.m.:  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 
The Reverend Michael Wasylik presiding 

 

December 2017  
 

December 3:  First Sunday of Advent (Communion 
Sunday).  Readings:  Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; and Mark 13:24-37.   
 

December 10:  Second Sunday of Advent. Readings 
include Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Psalm 85:1-2, 8
-13; and Mark 1:1-8. 
 

December 17: Third Sunday of Advent.  Readings in-
clude Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; 
Psalm 126; and John 1:6-8; 19-28.  
 

December 24:  Fourth Sunday of Advent. Readings 
include 2 Samuel 7:1-11; 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 
1:46b-55; Luke 1:26-38.   
 

December 31: First Sunday after Christmas Day.  
Readings include Isaiah 61:10τ62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; 
Psalm 148; and Luke 2:22-40.   
 
 

January  2018 
 

January 7: The Baptism of the Lord (Communion Sun-
day).  Readings include Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19: 1-7; 
Psalm 29; and Mark 1:4-11. 
 

January 14:  Second Sunday after Epiphany. Readings 
include 1 Samuel 3:1-10; I Corinthians 6:12-20; Psalm 
139:1-6, 13-18; and John 1:43-51. 
 

January 21:  Third Sunday after Epiphany. Readings 
include Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Psalm 
62:5-12; and Mark 1:14-20.  
 

January 28:  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. Readings 
include Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corin-
thians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28. (Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation follows the service.)  
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The Olivetian is published monthly by Olivet 
Congregational Church (United Church of 
Christ), 1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
55104.  Contact the church at (651) 646-1478 
or contact@ olivet ucc.net to comment, con-
tribute, or note changes of address. 

  

Christmas Eve  

at Olivet 
We continue the long-
standing Olivet tradition 

ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ 
and carols outline the Biblical story of human-
ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
birth of Jesus.  The service concludes with the 
beautiful Service of Light as our individual can-
ŘƭŜǎ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦ   
 

Two Christmas services: 
5:00 p.m.  
10:30 p.m.  
 
* The second service is longer, is accompanied 
by the choir, and includes a few additional 
readings. Refreshments following worship.   

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
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From the Pastor 

Rev. Michael Wasylik 
 
 

Born On This Day 
A Meditation on John 1 
 

It is just a few short weeks before we sing Joy to the 
world and Christmas flees away; before we make our 
New Years resolutions that, if they are like mine, come 
and go.  Because these and all things pass, we need a 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ends, but points to a deeper reality.  And we find this 
deeper reality in the gospel of John.   
 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ 
angels or shepherds and seems to know nothing of magi 
or a young mother or an infant in swaddling cloths.  In-
ŘŜŜŘΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ 
of Jesus at all.  There are just two lines that describe the 
ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  WƻƘƴ мΥм ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΥ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦέ  WƻƘƴ мΥмп ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘΥ ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
²ƻǊŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘǿŜƭǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ  
WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ Ƙǳπ
man; taking on our life and lot that, come Easter, we may 
be raised with him. 
 

This, on its own, is abundant good news.  However, it is 
all the verses in-between that contains the message that 
may be new to us.  In them, John seems far less inter-
ested in the birth of a baby at Bethlehem than in the 
birth of you and I as children of God.  We read:  
 

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ 
through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 
 

Did you catch that?  Jesus came that you and I might be-
come children of God.  Children that is, who are not con-
trolled by the circumstances in which we find ourselves, 
not defined by our limitations or pain, and not destined 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŘŀǊƪ ŦŀǘŜǎΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
beloved children. 
 

To fully appreciate the significance of what John is say-
ing, it behooves us to distinguish between those things 
that describe us and those that define us.  All too often, 

we allow certain elements of our life to define us: things 
like our upbringing and experiences, self-image and sexu-
ality, gender, race and age, marital status, job and fi-
nances, past triumphs and tragedies, and the long, hard 
ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ 
these things matter and are what I would call descrip-
tively true.  But all too often we allow them to do more 
than describe parts of usτwe allow them to define us.   
 

However, in these verses, John invites us to hold all of 
the things that describe us as important but insufficient, 
as valuable but partial, as meaningful but not definitive.  
What is definitiveτand therefore more important than 
all the good or bad we carry with usτis that God has 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜ 
ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ 
world. 
 

Can we imagine that?  Can we imagine that God came to 
dwell among us not to convince us of our wretchedness 
ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŀ άǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴέ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
same words that are stitched into the dossal screen at 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΥ ά²ƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŀǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴΦέ   
 

This brings me to the thing I want to suggest this Christ-
ƳŀǎΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΥ 
άL ŀƳ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ άL ŀƳ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΦέ  5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ǎƪŜǘŎƘΣ 
or maybe too simple to be worthwhile?  Well, in my ex-
perience, these words are hard to say and even harder to 
believe because all those descriptive things we say to 
ourselvesτthings that make us feel unworthy of loveτ
things that begin to voice doubts about what we are con-
fessing.   
 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊȅτthe one with a 
message to us from the dawn of creationτis so impor-
tant.  Because, in the face of the things we would say to 
ourselves, John asserts that what is definitively true 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜπ
come children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  
And nothing can change that. 
 

This Christmas, as the advent of Christ is fulfilled, know in 
your heart of hearts that you are the one who is born on 
this dayτȅƻǳΣ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅΣ άaŜǊǊȅ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦ 
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From the Moderator 

Erik Lien 
 

 
LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘǳǊπ
ing a pastoral sabbatical. 
 

²ŀƛǘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ FortunateΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ǿƻǊŘ 
to use here. What does a sabbatical have to do with good 
ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜΚ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ the one going on a break for sev-
eral months. 
 

LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΦ  
 

To attend a church during a sabbatical means several 
things. Part of it is just plain chance ς a simple conver-
gence of timing. You, your congregation, and your ten-
ured pastor happen to be in the same place at the same 
ǘƛƳŜΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ 
 

Another thing it means is that your pastor has wanted to 
stay long enough to reach the sabbatical ς typically 
around seven years. Seven years is double the length of 
ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ DƛǾŜƴ hƭƛǾŜǘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
history, this may be difficult for long-term members to 
believe, but Michael has beaten the statistical odds by 
making it to his seventh year. I think we can chalk that up 
as a good thing. 
 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ 
your pastor along! Some denominations practice itiner-
ancy among lead pastors, and seven years is around the 
time when the conference or synod directs the pastor to 
his or her next charge. In the UCC, churches have greater 
independence: Either the congregation or the pastor de-
ŎƛŘŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
parting comes prior to a sabbatical. 
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ς just like any good rela-
tionship, it takes work ς but today we find ourselves in a 
position where pastor and parish are in a good place to-
gether. Granted: Michael is very much looking forward to 
Ƙƛǎ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜπ
turning to Olivet, and members are looking forward to his 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ 
 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of that sabbatical. Here are the dates and de-
ǘŀƛƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ 
before his time away is Easter, on April 1. The next 12 
weeks are sabbatical, running through the last Sunday in 

June. Michael will then take the next four weeks as de-
ferred vacation, returning to Olivet for the last week of 
July. (For those interested, the distinction between sab-
batical and vacation is as much budgetary as it is funda-
ƳŜƴǘŀƭΦ .ƻǘƘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ άǘƛƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ς 
the difference comes in the level of involvement of the 
sabbatical pastor versus standard vacation coverage, and 
in the fact they are two separate lines in the church 
ōǳŘƎŜǘΦύ ό[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
Committee began socking away sabbatical funds a couple 
years ago!)  
 

What is Michael required to do while on sabbatical? 
Nothing. It is a sabbath ς ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘΦ IŜΩǎ 
not accountable for anything other than taking care of 
himself after so many years of doing the same for Olivet. 
If he wants to write, great. If he wants to fish, also great. 
The time is his. The only way he fails his sabbatical is if he 
comes back stressed and agitated.  
 

LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ 
be Rev. Richard (Rick) Nelson. Rick is an experienced con-
gregation leader who has been away from Olivet for a 
couple years tending to a separate Sunday gig. Many of 
you may be more familiar with his wife, Kristen, who has 
preached at Olivet a couple times this year. She will be 
part of the sabbatical ministry team as well. Rick plans to 
be fully involved with day-to-day operations at Olivet 
from April through June, and he has already begun re-
engaging. If you see him around church in the next few 
months, please introduce yourself and offer a warm wel-
ŎƻƳŜΦ L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
with Rick during the sabbatical time.  
 

!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
that Mary Winkelpleck has agreed to lead worship for 
those four Sundays. Mary is well known to Olivet, and her 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
be quitting her day job ς ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
ς but know that we will be in good hands for those wor-
ship services just before Michael returns. 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭΣ L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
probably the case with many of us. Much preparation 
remains. The 2018 season will be unique for Olivet: A 
chance to reflect on who we are, demonstrate our 
strength as a community, and maintain our optimism 
throughout.  
 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄπ
perience together. That we have this opportunity in the 
first place is a measure of our good fortunes.   
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From  the Director of Ministry 

for Children, Youth and Family 

Vanessa Bradby 
 
An Advent Spiritual Practice 
 
Advent is an excellent time to practice faith together 
as a family. Christmas provides opportunities to talk 
as a family about Christ coming into the world, to dis-
cuss what Christmas means to you, and has meant to 
you throughout your lifetime. How does the wonder 
of God's love for us compare to the sometimes manu-
factured wonder that we see on every street corner 
and in every commercial on TV? What is real about 
this season, and how do we talk to our kids about it? 
What kind of spirituality can we practice together 
during this season?   
 
This year Faith Formation has chosen the Advent 
Chain as a way in which we can celebrate and practice 
God's love.We will be distributing kits that families 
can put together, a paper chain with one suggestion 
on each link for practicing Gods love that day. (The 
suggestions were written by the children!) Accompa-
nying the kit will be a devotional, full of ways to think 
about each day's practice of love, and how it relates 
to the Christmas story. Faith Formation is very excited 
about this Advent spiritual practice. We hope you will 
be able to participate, and that it will bless the Holi-
day season with thoughtfulness and joy.  

*We would love for you to share pictures of your ad-
vent chain, and your family practicing the daily sug-
gestions for sharing God's love, on our Olivet Face-
book page. If you are on Facebook you can post them 
to Olivet's page, or you can message them to Vanessa 
(952-353-6087) and I can post them for you.  
 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  Important Upcoming Holiday Dates 
 
Saturday, December 2  Greening of the Church, 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 3   Annual Advent Dinner, after worship 
Saturday, December 9  Evensong Rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. ς noon 
Sunday, December 10   Advent Evensong, 4 p.m. 
Saturday, December 16  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭΣ мл ŀΦƳΦ 
Saturday, December 16   Capital City Brass Quintet Concert, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, December 17   /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
Sunday, December 17       Olivet Annual Potluck Christmas Party at the home of Martha and 
       Art Kaemmer, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 23  Caroling to homebound members, meet at Olivet at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, December 24   Christmas Eve services, 5:00 and 10:30 p.m. 

The Capital City Brass 

Quintet  will offer a 

concert on December 

16, 2017 at 3:00  p.m.  

at Olivet Congrega-

tional Church, 1850 

Iglehart Ave. The free 

concert titled Respite 

will offer a break from 

the swirl of holiday events and promises mu-

sic that is not  holiday related, but is cer-

tainly festive. Paquito DõRiveraõs Danzon, an 

arrangement of Siyahamba by Chuck Watt , 

Leonard Bernsteinõs Make Our Garden Grow , 

are just some of the pieces weõll be playing. 

Informative, informal and sometimes irrev-

erent commentary by Chuck Watt and a free 

reception afterwards will help take your mind 

off of the fact that you have heard a version 

of Little Drummer Boy  at almost every store 

you have visited this you have visited this 

month! 
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From the Director of Music 

Mark Spitzack 
 
 

Why so Blue?  
 
You will notice a major difference this year at Olivet 
during Advent.  In many Protestant churches, the 
color blue is now an option as the color for Advent. 
Purple, the most costly dye in ancient times, symbol-
izes the royalty of Christ and repentance. The hopeful 
color of a clear, pre-dawn, deep blue helps differenti-
ate the season from Lent, with its more penitential 
tone. Thanks to the Jean A. Jefferson Memorial, you 
will notice new blue paraments (cloths) for the altar 
and pulpit, and new blue stoles, sometimes called 
άǘŀōŀǊŘǎΣέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōπ
ards, which debuted on All Saints Sunday, are white, 
which will also be used during Christmastime, Easter-
tide, and on other major festivals.)  
 
Jean Jefferson sang in the Olivet Choir for over 40 
years, and her daughter, Alice (Jefferson) Baier pro-
ǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŜŀƴΩǎ Ŝǎπ
tate as well as funds for rehabilitation of the choir 
room and a contribution to start a fund for a music-
themed stained glass window for the chancel.  Alice 
chose these options, feeling that her mother would 
have been very pleased with these inspiring enhance-
ments to our worship and music life at Olivet. 
 
This year the season of Advent falls completely in De-
cember, starting with December 3 and ending on De-
cember 24, when we will observe the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent in the morning and Christmas Eve in the 
evening. 
   
Other Advent preparations include the greening of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
on December 3 and a contemplative service of choral 
Evensong on December 10 at 4:00 p.m., involving 
readings, chant, psalmody, prayers, anthems, silence, 
and incense, followed by a festive reception. On De-
cember 17 the children will give us a sneak peek at 
the Christmas story via their annual pageant during 
the morning service. Then on December 24 we will 
gather one last time on Sunday morning to prepare 

ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ 
message to Mary. The service will involve our young 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǾƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜΦ  tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊπ
noon of the 24th resting and making final prepara-
tions, then return that evening for the 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service, with preservice music by the 
handbell choir. At 10:30 p.m. we celebrate with a tra-
ditional service of lessons and carols by choir, congre-
gation and organ, with extended pre-service music 
that starts at 10:00 p.m. 
 

/ƻƳŜΧǇǊŜǇŀǊŜΣ ǊŜǎǘΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘΦ [ƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
the blue! Let song, silence, color, and candles enfold 
ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀǊƳΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǿŜŀǊȅΦ 
Keep Advent. Keep your lamps trimmed and burning. 
Christ is coming soon. 
 

As the blue expectant hour 
before the silvering skies, 
we long to see your day arise, 
whole and wise, whole and wise, 
O lucent Morning Star. 
 

-Susan Palo Cherwien  

 

Choral  

Evensong for 

Advent  

Sunday,  

December 11  

4:00 p.m.  

 

Come, calm your frenzied mind and be reminded 

that the light will increase and that the Light of 

the World will come into our dark, cold wintry 

world.  This service is a traditional, mostly -sung 

evening liturgy of candles, incense, chant, scrip-

ture, psalmody, prayers, hymns, anthems, and 

deliberate times of silent reflection.  Experi-

ence the peace and promise of Advent.  Bring a 

friend whoõs burned out on Christmas and needs 

some spiritual and musical nurturing.  The ser-

vice will include music by Bach, Vaughan Wil-

liams, Parry, Kodály, Hovland, and Lauridsen. A 

festive reception will follow.  
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Announcements 

Olivet Church Council 
Minutes of the November 14, 2017 meeting 
    
Present:  Suzy Ahrens, John Blair, Paul Clasen, Jean 
Fabel, Philip Friedlund, Cheryl Garceau, Karen Inman, 
Erik Lien, Maren Lien, Jeanne Schultz, Marghe Tabar, 
and Rev. Michael Wasylik. 
 
Absent: Dan and Renée Kidney, Pat Peterson, and 
Peggy Squire. 
 
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǿƘƻ 
was glad to report that based on current income and 
expenditures he expects to report a balanced budget 
for 2017.  An exception was noted for the lower than 
expected monies earned by general contributions and 
facility use. 
 
The term dates of current council members were re-
viewed revealing open positions on the 2018 council 
to include Building and Grounds, Worship, Community 
Works, Stewardship, Youth, Faith Formation, and 
Membership. Members are encouraged to volunteer 
for a position and consider co-leadership possibilities 
with one person being the representative of the com-
mittee to the council. 
 
Continuing discussion of ideas presented during the 
visit of Rev. Boorsma to a recent council meeting, Erik 
proposed a timetable for the next year during which 
the council will consider how best to include members 
in the activities at Olivet.  How might members exer-
cise their faith in new ways?  Michael commented that 
his spring sabbatical time would be an optimal time for 
expansive thinking with the assistance of Rev. Richard 
Nelson.  It was moved and approved to initiate the 
project to revisit and modernize the organizational 
structures at Olivet.  This could lead to revision of the 
church Articles of Incorporation, By-laws, church coun-
cil operations manual, and structure of the council and 
committees. 
 
Up-to-date results of the pledge campaign were pre-
sented and John and Philip agreed that beginning the 

campaign earlier this year provides more time for 
creation and modification of the 2018 budget.  
$14,000 in pledge money is still needed to fund the 
core budget with little or no expansion.  Members are 
urged to submit and/or increase their pledges so new 
programming options might be included.  The sugges-
tion was made to present to the congregation specific 
projects, such as a media screen for the youth group 
or a raise in salaries for staff members or improve-
ments to the choir room which might be possible if 
increased funds are pledged. 
 

Maren concluded discussion with a joke and Michael 
ended the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marghe Tabar 

Church Council Clerk  
 
 
 
 

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ  
The Rev. Michael Wasylik has office hours Tuesday-
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Call (651) 646-1478 to 
schedule an appointment or to leave a message for 
him. In the event of a pastoral emergency, you may 
contact Michael at his cell phone number: (708) 752-
3034.  
 

Second Friday Film Night ς December 8 
 

December finds two movies of childhood reminiscence 
in our Christmas stocking. 

 

The first gift is Truman Capote's 
"A Christmas Memory," based 
on his short story and directed by 
Frank Perry in an Emmy winning 
film for television in 1966. 
 

A lonely and sensitive seven year old boy, traumatized 
by his parents' divorce, has been living with his aunts 
in Depression era rural Alabama τ where he finds  
 

comfort, and his emotional scars of childhood soothed 
by a mentally challenged elderly cousin (Geraldine 
Page). 

Olivet Church Council  
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Over the years, they manage to pierce through one 
another's isolation and loneliness, grappling with 
their feelings of loss, and building a life together of 
joyful adventure, deep love, and friendship.  
 
Once the winter weather changes to "fruitcake 
weather," their Christmas ritual beginsτ collecting 
ingredients, baking fruitcakes, and gathering Christ-
mas trees.  
 
As they create their gifts, they feel gratitude and 
warmth and an epiphany of love and plenitude in the 
midst of familial deprivation and poverty. 
 
On Christmas Day τ in what may be their last Christ-
mas together τ after exchanging presents with their 
relatives, they head outdoors to exchange their very 
special gifts that they made for each other, savoring 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΧ  
 
A film of startling and lyrical simplicity and raw emo-
tional power τ with images that will remain burned 
not only in the retina of your memory, but also in 
your mind and heart. (Not rated/Black and White/51 
minutes.) 
 

The second gift is director 
Bob Clark's heartwarming 
and hilarious yuletide 
classic "A Christmas 
Story" (1983), based on 
Jean Shepherd's some-

what embellished novel of childhood reminiscences: 
"In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash." 
  
As in "A Christmas Memory," the film opens with the 
author narrating τ Shepherd referring to his father 
as "the old man, who was neither Baptist nor Catho-
lic, but rather an Oldsmobile man." And from there 
you get a pretty good idea of where this film is going! 
 
The Parker family is a typical middle class and mid-
western family celebrating the Christmas holidays in 
1947 Indiana. Their eldest son, Ralphie (Peter 
Billingsley), dreams of owning a Red Ryder Carbine 
Action 200 Shot Range Model air rifle (BB gun) τ 
which is at the very top of his Christmas list, but when 
he makes his wishes known, the response he receives 

is not what he was hoping for. Will his persistence 
and stratagems ultimately pay off? The film is chock-
full of humorous family situations and childhood 
drama that will probably strike a familiar chord. A 
darkly delightful holiday comedy! (Rated:PG/color/98 
minutes) Potluck appetizers at 6:30 pm, screening at 
approximately 7 p.m. 
 
Second Friday Film Night ς January 12 

Director Frank Capra's wild 
and zany dark comedy, 
Ϧ!ǊǎŜƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ hƭŘ  [ŀŎŜέ  
(1944), will be featured in 
January, our screwball com-
edy month. While the New 

York Yankees and the Brooklyn Dodgers are duking it 
out for the 1941 World Series pennant, drama critic 
and marriage cynic Mortimer Brewster (Cary Grant) 
returns to the home of his elderly aunts (Jean Adair, 
Josephine Hull) after his wedding τ only to find more 
insanity in the family than he suspected. As if the in-
sanity in his uncle (John Alexander) τ who believes 
that he is Teddy Roosevelt, isn't enough τ he discov-
ers that his aunts are homicidal maniacs τ poisoning 
lonely gentlemen, with 'Teddy' their unwitting accom-
plice! 
 
Add to this the return of the prodigal criminal Jona-
than Brewster (Raymond Massey), Mortimer's 
brother, with his plastic surgeon and accomplice, Dr. 
Einstein (Peter Lorre) in tow τ along with another 
stiff in the trunk of their car τ and you have a recipe 
for a deliriously delightful ride, as the new bride-
groom navigates his way through all of the pandemo-
nium that ensues. Overwhelmed by the frenzy cre-
ated by this family of over the top eccentric relatives, 
Mortimer confides in his new newly minted bride 
(Priscilla Lane) that "insanity doesn't just run in his 
family τ it practically gallops!" And he is convinced 
that it is only a matter of time before he himself goes 
mad! 
 
Definitely hellzappopin! τ in this dark comedy with 
irresistible and irrepressible Cary Grant, the perenni-
ally debonaire and charming comedian leading an all-
star cast. (Not Rated/ Black and White/ 118 minutes.) 
Potluck appetizers at 6:30 pm/ screening at approxi-
mately 7 p.m. 
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¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ 
(as of October 31, 2017) 

 

    Year End YTD YTD   

  INCOME Budget 2017 2016   
  Pledges 212,030 185,675 187,033   

  Endowment Draw 39,600 33,000 34,167   

  Other 27,857 19,268 13,862   

  TOTAL 279,487 237,943 235,062 
 

  

  EXPENSES         

  Pastoral & Staff 198,783 161,846 142,730   

  Program & Benevolence 25,900 15,658 12,399   
  Building & Office 54,804 43,027 43,801   

  TOTAL 279,487 220,531 198,930 
 

  

  Net income over expenses 0 17,412 36,132 
 

  

 Stock Gifts 
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the follow-
ing information: 
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of 

sharesΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƛǊƳ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ ǿƘƻƳ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊƻƳΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 

2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to UBS Financial.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall/Winter Loose Change Campaign 
The Loose Change Of-
fering in December and 
January will be directed 
to Islamic Relief USA 
towards its donation 
for Puerto Rican relief.  
 

Paradise to be found in the Olivet Library???????  
Probably not, but author Chris 
Jennings brings us an account of 
five interrelated utopian commu-
nities that took root in America in 
the 19th century.   
 
How did the members attract oth-
ers willing to dedicate their lives to 
creating a new social order and 

possibly bring heaven to earth?  How might their 
ideas be relevant to our time?  Although the move-
ments largely fell apart, the most galvanizing ideas 
lived on and still influence current political move-
ments.  Paradise Now - found on display or shelved at 
307 Jen in the Olivet library. 

Dear Olivetians! Our 
next art opening will be 
from our own 4-6th 
graders, with a theme of 
άƭǳƭƭŀōƛŜǎΗέ ¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
ŘŀǘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜπ
cided, but will be during 

a Sunday coffee hour, following worship, in the first 
half of January. Stay tuned for the exact date, and 
looking forward to seeing what they come up with! 
(All 4-6th graders are welcome! Please see me if you 
have any questions!)  
 
Annual Olivet Christmas Party, December 17, 6:30 
p.m. at the beautiful home of Art and Martha Kaem-
mer, 4 Crocus Hill, St. Paul.  Bring a dish to share and 
ŀƴȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ 
afterward! Adults and teens only, please.  
 
Christmas Caroling Party. Visit homes of Olivet sen-
iors and shut-ins on December 23 to share Christmas 
joy!  Meet at Olivet at 1:30 for route and songbooks. 
![[ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΧ 
young and old. 
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    EVENTS AT OLIVET:  DECEMBER 2017  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  

 
 

           

1 
 

2 
     Bldg & Grounds  

 8:00 a.m., Hall 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 

Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Greening of the 
Church, 9 a.m. 

3 
              *Sunday  

  Schedule 
 
 

ADVENT DINNER 
 
 

Capital City Brass  
7:30 p.m.  
Sanctuary 

4 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !! 
6:30 p.m.  

Parlor 
 

Faith Formation 
Meeting 

T Room, 7 p.m. 
 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

Staff meeting 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Finance Meeting 
5 p.m., T Room 

 
 

WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT AT OLIVET 

5:30 Dinner 
7:35 Choir Practice 

7 
          

         Viols 
noon, Parlor 

 
Fire and Safety  

2:00 p.m. 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

8 
 
 

Second Friday 
Film Night  
ά! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
aŜƳƻǊȅέ ŀƴŘ 
ά! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
{ǘƻǊȅέ 

6:30, Parlor 

 

9    
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 

Evensong Rehearsal 
10:30 τ noon 

 

MN Indonesian  
Christmas Party 
3 p.m.τ10 p.m. 

10 

           *Sunday  
  Schedule 

 
Viols, Parlor 
1τ4 p.m. 

 
Advent Evensong 

4:00 p.m. 

11 
 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  

6:30 p.m., Parlor 

 
Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

12 
 
 
 

Council Meeting 
 7:00 p.m., Parlor 

 
 

13 
      
     Staff meeting 

  10:30 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT AT OLIVET 

5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Youth Group 

7:35 Choir Practice 

14 
 

             Viols 
noon, Parlor 

 
Community Works,  

T Room 
7:00 p.m. 

 
aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16    
Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀƎŜŀƴǘ 
Rehearsal, 10 a.m. 

 
Brass Quintet Recital 
3 p.m., Sanctuary, F.H 

17 

           *Sunday  
  Schedule 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ !5±9b¢ 
PROGRAM 

 
TC Recorders 

    Hall, 2:00 p.m. 
 

Girl Scouts, 3:30 p.m. 
Basement 

 

Kaemmer Christmas 
Party, 6:30 p.m. 

18 

 
 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  
6:30 p.m., Parlor 

 
 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 

19 
 

Chronic  
Somethings 

6:30 p.m., Parlor 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

      Staff meeting 
    10:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY  

NIGHT AT OLIVET 
5:30 Dinner 

7:35 Choir Practice 

 
 
 

21 
 

Viols 
noon, Parlor 

 

hƭƛǾŜǘ aŜƴΩǎ 
Group (OMG) 

6:00 p.m. 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 
Christmas Caroling 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

24 
                *Sunday  

  Schedule 
 

No Sunday School 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Services at 5:00 and 

10:30 p.m. 
 
 

25  
 

   CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  
6:30 p.m., Parlor 

 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

Staff meeting 
10:30 a.m. 

 
NO WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT AT OLIVET 

7:35 Choir Practice 

28 
 

          Viols 
noon, Parlor 

 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

29 30 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

31  
             *Sunday  

  Schedule 
 

b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 9±9 
 

      

 

*Sunday Schedule 
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nursery care available 

10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.  Fellowship Coffee Hour 

Calendar items in italics denote outside group using 
Olivet facilities. 



10  

 

EVENTS AT OLIVET:  JANUARY 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 5!¸ 
 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !! 
6:30 p.m.  

Parlor 
 

Faith Formation 
Meeting 
T Room 

 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

2 
 

3 
 Staff meeting 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Finance Meeting 
5 p.m., T Room 

 
 

WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT AT OLIVET 

5:30 Dinner 
7:35 Choir Practice 

4 
 
          Viols 

noon, Parlor 
 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

5 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
     Bldg & Grounds  

 8:00 a.m., Hall 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 
Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 
 

7 
 
              *Sunday  

  Schedule 
 

 
 

Capital City Brass  
7:30 p.m.  
Sanctuary 

 
 
 

8 
 

 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  

6:30 p.m.  
Parlor 

 
 

Yoga 
7:15 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 
 

9 
 
 
 

Council Meeting 
 7:00 p.m., Parlor 

 
 
 
 
 

10 

 

     Staff meeting 
  10:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY  

NIGHT AT OLIVET 
5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Youth Group 
7:35 Choir Practice 

 

 
 

11 
         Viols 

noon, Parlor 
 

Community 
Works, T Room 

7:00 p.m. 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

12 
 
 

Second Friday 
Film Night  
ά!ǊǎŜƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
hƭŘ [ŀŎŜέ 

6:30, Parlor 

 
 
 
 

13    
 

 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 
 

14 
 
 

           *Sunday  
  Schedule 

 
 

 

Capital City Brass  
7:30 p.m.  
Sanctuary 

15 
 

MARTIN LUTHER 
KING DAY 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  
6:30 p.m., Parlor 

 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

16 
 
 
 

Chronic  
Somethings 

6:30 p.m., Parlor 
 

 

17 
      

 
      Staff meeting 

    10:30 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT AT OLIVET 

5:30 Dinner 
7:35 Choir Practice 

18 

 
Viols 

noon, Parlor 
 

hƭƛǾŜǘ aŜƴΩǎ 
Group (OMG) 

6:00 p.m. 
 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20     
 
 
 

 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 
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           *Sunday  
  Schedule 

 
TC Recorders 

    Hall, 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

Girl Scouts, 3:00 p.m. 
Basement 

 
 

Capital City Brass  
7:30 p.m.  

 
              

22 

 
OLIVETIAN  
DEADLINE 

 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !! 

6:30 p.m., Parlor 
 
 

Yoga, 7:15 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 

23 
 

 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

     Staff meeting 
  10:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY  

NIGHT AT OLIVET 
5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Youth Group 
7:35 Choir Practice 

 
 

25 
 

 

         Viols 
noon, Parlor 

 

aŜƴΩǎ !!  
basement  
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 

Bell Choir 
Sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
            *Sunday  

  Schedule 
 

ANNUAL  
MEETING OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

 
Capital City Brass  

7:30 p.m.  

29  
 
 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !!  
6:30 p.m.  

Parlor 
 
 

Yoga 
7:15 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 
 

30 
 

 

31 
 

     Staff meeting 
  10:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY  

NIGHT AT OLIVET 
5:30 Dinner 

7:35 Choir Practice 

 
 

  
 

*Sunday Schedule 
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nursery care available 

10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.  Fellowship Coffee Hour 

Calendar items in italics denote outside  
group using Olivet facilities. 
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December and January Celebrations 
                                                                    

 
 

                                                                                       Anniversaries  

The Prayer List  
 

We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace. We pray for Oli-
vet's ministries and our neighborsτboth near and far, both stranger and friend. And in particular, we pray for those 
who have asked to be named before God: 

 
Pat HART, in memory care at the Alton in St. Paul.  
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.  
Dave SWEENEY, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan. 
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children. 
In cancer treatment and care: 
Art and Martha KAEMMER. 
 

   

   Birthdays  

Tim Bremicker and Deb Bartels  12/21 
Marcus and Joan Cox    12/21 
 
 

Andrea Burmeister and Rory Anderson 12/26 
Kristin and Jeremy Sampson   1/28 

Rev Robert Tucker  12/3 
Joy Stoerker   12/4 
Zachary Clasen  12/4 
Soren Larson   12/5 
Samuel Soltermann 12/5 
Thomas Robinson  12/5 
Peter Cox   12/6 
Martha Polk   12/8 
Lela Tilney-Kaemmer 12/8 
Sam Gaylord   12/8 
 

Heather Allison  12/8 
Angela Bjork   12/13 
Gustaf Friedlund  12/15 
Jack Cheatham  12/16 
Mark Eldridge  12/19 
Henry Wasylik  12/20 
Heidi Wermedal  12/25 
Victoria Nelson  12/28 
Joan Cox    12/30 
Marcia Kath   1/1 
Kate Tilney   1/6 

Chris Mazanec  1/10 
Curt Wenzel   1/10 
Sarah Robinson  1/10 
Audrey Senaratna  1/12 
Rosa Chamblee  1/13 
Liz Waters   1/19 
Jeannine Bayard  1/22 
Patty Dana   1/23 
Teresa Gaffey   1/23 
Michael Robertson 1/28 

February Olivetian Deadline:  
 Monday, January 22 

 

    All articles and calendar items for the February issue of The    
 Olivetian are due in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net)  by January 22 

 

Thank you!   - Liz Waters, Olivet Church Administrator 
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          Olivet Congregational Church 
   United Church of Christ        
   1850 Iglehart Avenue 
       St. Paul, MN   55104-3524 
      
   
   
             
  
                   
 
       TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
              CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Olivet Church Staff and Officers 
 

 

      The Rev. Michael Wasylik Pastor Erik Lien Moderator   
      Mark Spitzack Director of Music Jeanne Schultz Vice-Moderator  
      Vanessa Bradby  Director of Ministry  Jean Fabel/Jon Morgan   Senior Deacons  
                                                        For Children, Youth and Family  Philip Friedlund Treasurer  
      Liz Waters  Church Administrator Marghe Tabar  Council Clerk 
           [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ ά.ǳǘŎƘέ {ŎƘǳƭǘȊ Facilities Seth Hayden                                        Altar Guild 
      Buffy Larson Bell Choir Director Sarah Robinson                        Wednesday Chef        
      Paul Clasen Head Usher Maggie Lais                                     Nursery Care 
             
 
                                                   Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

  Phone (651) 646-1478    Fax  (651) 644-3838 
  www.olivetucc.net     contact@olivetucc.net 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

TWIN CITIES, MN 

PERMIT NO. 2127 


