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Summer R&R on August 10-12: Love is Kind
Each year the community of Olivet takes some
time for rest, relaxation and renewal, together.
R&R is our “Staycation Church Retreat.” It happens right here in the city where we live, work
and play. With adults and children, R&R provides a place where we can learn, play, serve,
and experience God’s presence.
This year, the R&R theme addresses a deep
need in our world right now: Kindness. We
seem to be living in an increasingly divided,
increasingly anxious world. What does it mean
for us, for those around us, that Love is Kind?
Love is the center of our identity as followers
of Christ, love is our first responsibility and the
first commandment. How can we shape the
world around us in ways that are loving and
kind, and what difference does it make? Come
explore this timely topic with us. - see page 4
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Worship Schedule
The heart of our life together
10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship in the Sanctuary.

August 2018
Sunday, August 5: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
(Communion Sunday). Readings: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15;
Psalm 78:23-29; Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35.
Sunday, August 12: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost.
Readings: 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34:1-8; Ephesians 4:255:2; John 6:35, 41-51.
Sunday, August 19: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost.
Readings: Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm 34:9-14; Ephesians 5:15
-20; John 6:51-58.
Sunday, August 26: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Readings: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Psalm 34:15-22;
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69.

From the Pulpit Supply Pastor
MaryBeth Harman

3
5
6
8
9
11
11

The Olivetian is published monthly by Olivet
Congregational Church (United Church of
Christ), 1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, MN
55104. Contact the church at (651) 646-1478
or contact@olivetucc.net to comment, contribute, or note changes of address.

Following the wedding of Mary Winkelpleck and David
Harman, Mary’s brain has been temporarily placed on
leave due to an overindulgence of marital bliss.
*This message was approved by MaryBeth Harman

From the Moderator
Erik Lien

we were in good hands! Rick got one bizarre freebie
Sunday when we cancelled church due to the blizzard,
but every other week was a joy to worship with both
Kristen and him. (Indeed, Kristen was truly a bonus.
Even though we didn’t technically contract with her, she
was every bit Rick’s equal in the pulpit and provided a
steady hand while Rick was managing through his threeweek ailment.)

Earlier this year, I shared my optimism for Michael’s
sabbatical in this space. And yes, I think most of us
knew it would be a great experience for Michael.
(There’s a reason we told him to go get lost in the nicest
possible way.) At the same time, I sensed it would be a Thanks, too, to Mary Beth (Winkelpleck) Harman for
serving as our substitute preacher during Michael’s final
good experience for the rest of us, too.
month away. How will we ever forget that her first SunNow August is here, and we have just one more Sunday day in the pulpit came just two days after her wedding?
to go before Michael returns on the 12th. At this point, I Her sermons were insightful and easy to listen to, especan only assume he’s had a good sabbatical and vacacially when she asked us to examine not only our lives
tion. I’ve had absolutely no contact with him in almost but also the wisdom of a good nap.
two months, despite the fact that our daughters are
best friends and stay in close touch. (That said, if travel Our staff deserves an extra round of gratitude. Thanks
to Vanessa Bradby for managing many of the loose ends
plans came together as hoped, we actually connected
over coffee in Paris a couple days ago.) Michael may still of leadership, particularly when she stepped up to emhave been around the neighborhood through the end of cee our Wednesday night dinners. Thanks to Mark Spitthe school year, but since then he’s been doing a pretty zack for designing so many of the liturgical aspects during Michael’s time away, and for ensuring the rhythm of
good impression of Eva Gabor. Exactly as he’d hoped.
worship remained well-tuned all summer long. Thanks
Not to overstate the obvious, but we should probably
to Liz Waters for keeping everything running smoothly
expect Michael to come back changed. Not Nehruin the office as well. More than once I checked in to see
jacket, hair-down-to-his-shoulders changed (though I
how things were going…and more than once she reguess he did have a pretty good start on that hair thing). plied, “You know, we’re doing fine. I think everything’s
But changed nonetheless. That’s as it should be. It’s part in good shape.” Also, thanks to Butch Schultz for missof the deal – part of our investment in his time away. He ing barely a week of work before coming back from surwill bring back new ideas to test out, some new energy, gery. Like I said, at times like these, people dig deep.
and certainly some new approaches to worship and
community-building. Maybe we should brace ourselves! Speaking of digging deep, thank you to Annie Hobbie,
Because again, as much as he was really, really looking Susan Bluhm, and the rest of the Deacons for tending to
our spiritual health through the sabbatical. Michael and
forward to his time off, he was also genuinely looking
the Deacons were very deliberate in how they planned
forward to coming back, renewed and ready to go.
for his time away. From visiting members to managing
It seems we’ve reached the point where we’re all ready certain communications for the congregation, the Deafor Michael to be back, but there’s a reason we’ve made cons handled many aspects Michael has traditionally
it to August in a good place, too. Managing through an taken care of.
absence like this one calls on everyone to dig a little
deeper and work as one. That’s what this congregation Finally, thanks to our entire congregation. We remained
does naturally. It sticks together and it gets things done. active and engaged throughout the summer, perhaps
For this and for many other reasons, there are thanks to acknowledging the importance of being together no
matter who’s leading worship. (Or maybe because of
go around.
who was leading worship?) We’ve welcomed new atFirst, thanks to Rick and Kristen Nelson for their guidtendees, and we’ve continued welcoming a potential
ance and good humor through April, May, and June.
community of new friends. Shoot, we even passed a
Rick actually performed one of his most valuable serresolution without Dad around.
vices before he even started: He gave Michael the confiOlivet, we’ve had a great summer. I’m excited to see
dence we’d be in good hands while he was away. And
what’s coming our way this fall and beyond.
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From the Director of Music

Mark Spitzack
I love the study of scriptural language and interpretation (hermeneutics and exegesis). Nerdy, I know. On
my recent vacation I read The Hidden Gospel: Decoding
the Spiritual Message of the Aramaic Jesus by Neil
Douglas-Kloutz. (Don’t worry, I also read a mystery
novel.) The author offers some possible translations of
the words of Jesus that consider the context and world
view of the Middle East and the Aramaic language,
which Jesus spoke. It shakes up your world a bit to read
Jesus’ words in a way that is so different than the English translations many of us know so well. I remember
a funny story about a grumbling churchgoer reacting to
updated Bible translations: “If the King James Version
was good enough for Jesus, it’s good enough for me.”
One reason for exploring the possibility of a new hymnal for Olivet is the need for more current, accurate,
inclusive, and expansive language for God and God’s
realm. Our dear Pilgrim Hymnal, last revised 60 years
ago, has served us well, but its texts and translations
contain many references to God and God’s people that
are only male in gender (not to mention some that are
archaic or militaristic, but that’s another whole article),
and for that reason we sometimes avoid certain hymns
completely or print them in the bulletin using an updated version. While many of us know that “brethren”
means “sisters and brothers” and “men” means
“humankind,” our children do not have the benefit of
growing up with these “olde English” phrases and don’t
auto-correct them in their minds.

the Bible (which, after all, are a translation – the first
translation of the Hebrew bible being Greek); rather,
we worship the Christ who is presented to us there. Let
us keep that “pilgrim spirit” in our song and prayer as
down the road we consider a new hymnal resource.
These two quotes came to mind as I wrote this article
(and ironically both need to be edited to be more current!):
“…and I am verily persuaded the Lord hath more truth
yet to break forth out of God’s [His] Holy Word.”
— John Robinson, on the Mayflower
“For the love of God is broader
than the measure of our [man’s] mind;
and the heart of the eternal
is most wonderfully kind.”
— Frederick W. Faber, “There’s a Wideness in
God’s Mercy”

From the Director of Ministry
for Children, Youth and Family
Vanessa Bradby

Start your engines, folks! The letters are arriving, the
school supplies are being sorted into piles on the dining
room table, and we’re all turning our thoughts to the
start of a new school year. Is it with anxiety or hope
that you are greeting this new beginning? How about
your children, are they excited? Nervous? Dreading it,
or Loving it? Check in with them about their own hopes
and fears for the coming year as you complete your
other preparations. After all, getting ready for a new
Adjusting language to be more inclusive is a tricky busi- school year isn’t just about checking off items on the
ness and there are those who think some wellsupply list. We need to make sure our kids emotional
intentioned hymnal editors have gone too far. I think a and spiritual ‘supplies’ are well stocked as they head
balance of memory and relevance is in order. My
into school as well.
friend Susan Cherwien, the poet and hymn text writer,
urges us not to mess too much with people’s memory The Faith Formation program is preparing for a new
when it comes to familiar hymns, but encourages add- beginning as well. Sunday School starts on Gathering
ing new images. Her hymn “O Blessed Spring” captures Sunday, which is September 9th. This year we will have
a scriptural theme surprisingly not found in many
two classrooms again, Pre K-2, and 3-5. Our youth are
hymns: that of Christ as vine and us as branches.
invited as classroom helpers.
I have found that learning new ways to read (and sing)
about Jesus and God actually enriches, not limits, my
faith and understanding. We don’t worship words of
3

(continued on next page)

Eve Wasylik will be teaching our younger class again for
the whole year, and Karen Tarrant will be our 3-5th
teacher through December. Suzy Ahrens and Cris Lien
will be our teaching assistants throughout the year. We
are still looking for a 3-5th grade teacher for our
spring semester! Please consider joining our Sunday
School ministry team this year for a semester, church
season, or month. (We’d also like to put together a substitute teacher list!)
“Olivet Kids” returns on September 12th, along with
our Wednesday night dinners and Adult Education. This
evening of good food, fun and exploring faith has
grown to encompass neighborhood families and Olivet
regulars alike. I would like to extend an invitation to
everyone in our community — join us on Wednesday
nights! Greet old friends and welcome new ones. The
Children’s ministry team needs an average of 6 volunteer slots filled per month to maintain this successful
program, so please keep us in mind heading into the
fall.
Youth group is expanding this year! Kate Wasylik is joining us as the Middle School Youth Group leader. With
Kate and a large incoming class of 6th graders, we will
be able to do more separate programming geared toward middle, and high school. Youth group will still
meet together, every other Wednesday night, starting
September 19th. Also returning this year is our monthly
Youth Family Fellowship and Bible Study, and monthly
service project.
We are also adding the Our Whole Lives sexuality education program this year. Our 5-6th graders and 1012th graders will be joining Macalester Plymouth UCC
for the OWL program on Sunday afternoons at 11:45,
right after the service! This program is a deeply integrated, honest and well-structured look at the social,
emotional, moral, and faith implications of sex, relationships, our bodies and our lives. It is a singularly
comprehensive and carefully age appropriate program,
focused on the health of the whole human being, and
the integrity of ourselves before God and connected to
each other. Stay tuned for discussion about adding
other age groups in the future!
Blessings on this last month of Summer vacation! May
your preparations go smoothly and your transition into
fall be seamless. And, may we see you again at the start
of a new school year!
4

R & R Schedule
Friday, August 10th
5:30-6:30 p.m. Kick-off Dinner and activities for
the kids
6:40 p.m.
Bonfire and singing
7:00 p.m.
Come and hear our guest speaker
explore the topic of Kindness.
Saturday, August 11th
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 noon
1:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

8:30 p.m.

Meet at Lake Phalen for a day of
summer fun!
The Amazing Race/ Scavenger
Hunt: We’ll challenge teams of
all ages to a race that includes
all kinds of challenges. Try the
challenge, or root for your favorite
team!
Picnic Lunch (provided), and park
activities.
Art at the Lake! Paint “Kindness
Rocks” to share with our neighbor
hood, or learn more
about the art of Flower Arranging
with Gordon Deane.
Meet back at Olivet. Dinner Out!
Enjoy a fabulous dinner at a great
local restaurant.
Our youth will provide dinner and
activities for the kids, so parents
can enjoy a night out.
Youth Group Outing.

Sunday, August 12th
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
12:45 p.m.

Worship. We will continue our
R&R weekend in worship together,
with Pastor Michael Wasylik’s first
Sunday back from sabbatical! We
will also dedicate gifts going to
Crow Creek with our Habitat for
Humanity Team.
Pot Luck Lunch
All Church Service project at Olivet
and the “Kindness 365” group
commitment.

members at Church of the Good Shepherd for 31
Olivet’s deacons do
years. I taught Sunday school, cooked for Wednesquiet work in our con- day school, and prepared dinner once a month for a
gregation. Here to
professional women’s group. Together, my husband
support and hold you Pete and I prepared communion. At this church I
up to God’s mercy
met a couple who owned a catering business, Sumand love, each one of mit Avenue Guest House. I ended up working with
them is assigned to
them for years.
pray for you and your
family.
Approximately ten years ago, the Church of the
Good Shepherd merged with Hamline United Methodist church, so I visited Olivet. I sat in back with
Eleanor Heffron. One Sunday, in comes the choir
Each year at the Annual Meeting, three new deaand Donna Campion says, “I know you!” Our sisters
cons join the team. Meet Betty Hammersten, one were best friends back in elementary school at
of this year’s new deacons.
Longfellow! I joined Olivet in 2010, when Anne
Swallow Gillis was our minister.
In my younger days, I went to Sunday school at
Merriam Park Presbyterian Church. I sang in the
My beloved husband and I were married 59 years
choir, was confirmed and eventually married my
and have four grown daughters and eight grandchilhusband Pete there. When the church merged with dren. I like being a deacon because it gets you more
Macalester Church, we joined the church across the connected with the members of Olivet, and that is
street from Olivet, on Marshall Avenue. We were
what I need.

Treasurer’s Report: Operating Budget
(as of June 30, 2018)

INCOME
Pledges
Endowment Draw
Other
TOTAL
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff
Program & Benevolence
Building & Office
TOTAL
Net income over expenses

Year End
Budget
211,000
39,600
40,726
291,326

YTD
2018
142,961
19,800
19,928
182,689

YTD
2017
131,790
19,800
10,311
161,901

211,772
27,510
52,044
291,326

115,063
14,708
31,553
161,324

99,484
7,258
27,171
133,913

0

21,365

27,988

Stock Gifts
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following information:
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of
shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say whom it’s from. Unless
the office has been informed, we don’t know whom to credit.
2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to UBS Financial.
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Olivet Church Council
Minutes of the June 12, 2018 Meeting
Present: Suzy Ahrens, John Blair, Philip Friedlund,
Karen Inman, Renée Kidney, Erik Lien, Maren Lien,
Rev. Dr. Rick Nelson, Pat Peterson, Sarah Robinson,
Jeanne Schultz and Marghe Tabar.
Absent: Ross Elizondo and Sarah Robinson.
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer followed by
the council members sharing joys and concerns.
Karen brought to the council members the question
of who is responsible for arranging and monitoring
speakers for adult education programs. This duty is
not included in the job description of the Director of
Ministry for Children, Youth and Family. This topic
was tabled for discussion at the July council meeting.

the sanctuary, the west end of the sanctuary, and upstairs.
Anders Lien, Erik Lien and Pat Peterson have investigated and chosen video and audio equipment to be
used to record services and events at Olivet. Donations given as memorials to Joel Peterson will fund
the purchase of the equipment. Several members
will be trained in its operation. Maren will inquire of
the youth group members who would volunteer to be
trained and serve. Secure storage and access will be
needed for the equipment and accessories.

Members of Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church
have inquired about the possibility of moving their
Clothing Center ministry to space at Olivet. This service is staffed by volunteers and open to the public
every other Saturday for visitors to choose items from
the used clothing supply. Monetary donations from
Rick commented that his pastoral time is passing
the House of Hope congregation provide new underquickly. He observed that Olivet is a church where
wear and socks for the visitors. The conversation will
members think about and incubate ideas and opinbe continued about possible use of Olivet’s basement
ions. He reflected about the differences between
space for this program and the effect on existing proworking with the small Olivet staff and that of a larger grams.
church organization.
Erik urged that the basement furniture should be
Philip reported income and expenses are tracking ac- spruced up for Olivetians and the recovery group
cording to expectations for this time of the year.
members using the area. John, Suzy, and Karen volFaith Formation, Custodial supplies, and Repairs,
unteered to investigate replacing some of the worn
Maintenance and Improvements expenses are either seating. Renée volunteered that she and Dan could
exceeding or approaching their year-end budget ex- make a donation to cover costs of some of the uppectations. The Sunday coffee fund continues to have dated furniture.
a deficit. The report was approved.
Renée updated the council on progress in the OrganProceeds from the June, July, and August looseizational Modernization Process. A problem statechange offerings will be given to Buffy Larson for pur- ment has been created which proposes “that the cenchase of reeds and supplies for the school band she is tral problem of the church council is a loss of focus on
reestablishing in a Minneapolis public school.
its core purpose: guiding the church so that the decisions, priorities and resource allocations are made in
Church Administrator, Liz Waters has posted recently alignment with the strategic direction of the church.”
taken professional photographs to the Olivet website. A discussion followed to consider the process and
http://www.olivetucc.net/ Members are encouraged structural problems which contribute to the weakto send her photos of church activities which could be ness. Ideas were floated about the possible ideal foradded.
mation and operation of the council and committees.
How best can communication within the church be
Maren encourages Olivetians to recycle their Sunday assured?
bulletins in bins which will be placed at the back of
(continued on next page)
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Could committees evolve to be task forces rather
than standing committees if their presence was not
needed continually?
How would responsibility be shared so that the essential work of the church is accomplished? Should more
all-church meetings be held to involve the members
at a deeper level? Pat asked Renée to compose a job
description for a council member under a new vision.

ceeded their budget line for the year and John was
asked to speak with Vanessa and find out what plans
they may have for the rest of the year. There was also
discussion regarding the coffee fund (which currently
has a $200 deficit). There were possible suggestions of
handling Sunday coffee hour like Wednesday nights,
have the youth involved to earn money for their mission trip or assign congregation members to a Sunday.
No decision was made regarding this item at this time.
Since there was no further discussion regarding financials, motion was made and seconded to accept financials – motion carried.

Due to scheduling conflicts, the August church council
meeting will be held one week later, on August 21st.
Olivet members are invited and welcome to attend
council meetings.
Building and Grounds Update
Sarah stated that she would like to thank Phil and
Rev. Nelson closed the meeting with a prayer before Butch for getting everything set up for Dave Sweeney’s
adjournment.
funeral. Sarah will check with Marghe to move up the
kitchen cleaning and have it done before the fall
starts. Sarah stated since it has been hard to get anyRespectfully submitted, one to come for Bit by Bit, she will be sending out an
Marghe Tabar email to the congregation with a list of tasks that could
Church Council Clerk be done at any time – she will also be making the
same announcement before the beginning of church.
She is in the process of getting estimates to replace
Minutes of the July 10, 2018 Meeting
the carpeting in the nursery and basement and also
shelving for the nursery. She also stated that there
Present: John Blair, Erik Lien, Karen Inman, Renée
has been a security breach – the door on Iglehart has
Kidney, Pat Peterson, Sarah Robinson and Jeanne
been found open on numerous occasions. It was sugSchultz
gested that an announcement be made that everyone
should make a conscious effort to make sure that door
Absent: Ross Elizondo, Philip Friedlund, Maren Lien
latches if they use it.
and Marghe Tabar
Video Equipment
It was reported that we now have the video equipment to begin recording services and whatever else
Around the Horn Updates
Erik reported that there is a new couch and loveseat in would be recorded. We still need to do some testing,
but we should be ready in the fall. It was reported
the basement. Thanks to Renée and Dan Kidney and
that Liz has done some checking on video hosting. She
Suzy Ahrens and Steve Hine for their work in getting
checked YouTube and found that we cannot control
these items. Sarah also reported that another couch
may be coming. Erik also reported that it may be Sep- who has access or control of ads on site. She found
tember before we hear any more information regard- another source, Vimeo, for $7/month. With Vimeo,
ing Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church – they have 3 we can control who has access, there are no ads and it
has lots of storage. Liz recommended that we use this
task forces in place to (1) look for a new home; (2)
close current home; and (3) memorializing their time for our hosting. This is a very manageable fee, and the
group decided it could be covered under the budget
at their current location.
item for Publicity.
Treasurer’s Report
It was reported that pledge income is down as it usu(continued on next page)
ally is during the summer. Faith Formation has exErik opened meeting with a prayer.
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Church Administrator Update
It was reported that Liz has been doing much work on
the website – going through photos and posting new
ones. She has created two web pages – one called
“Publications” for archived bulletins and issues of the
Olivetian, and one called “Sunday Services” for eventual
recorded services. These two pages will be made visible
once they have content. She also has been working
with Dawn Singleton to organize a wedding show to
promote Olivet as a wedding location. Liz also brought
forth a possible fundraiser for Migrant Families and
their Children. After further discussion, including other
possible ideas, Council gave the go-ahead to proceed
with the fundraiser.

share the proposal with the congregation after engaging
with Michael.

Wednesday Night Adult Education
There was much discussion as to how to handle the
Wednesday night Adult Education sessions. Karen again
stated that there should be at least one person that can
be contacted in case something happens and the scheduled event does not happen. A question was also raised
if there has been any type of listening session regarding
Wednesday nights. It was also suggested that maybe
we can send out a survey to the congregation and find
out what they would be interested in. In the meantime,
a notice will be posted in the weekly email for a possible
volunteer that could be the point person for Wednesday night Adult Ed.

The craft of working with textiles
is amazing - often passed down
from generation to generation,
it is an art form that is beautiful
and USEFUL—warming us on
cold nights, decorating our
homes, wrapping up newborn
babies. We'd love to highlight this art form - and the
artists in our church—for a brief time in August and
September in our parlor, and perhaps inspire others
to start their own crafting journey.

Michael’s Return
Michael’s first Sunday back from sabbatical is August
12th. It was discussed that we should do something to
welcome him back. Karen and Sarah will coordinate a
coffee hour. Erik will contact Rick, Kristen and Mary to
see if they would like to participate.
Proposal Regarding Asylum Seekers and Their Families
Karen brought forth a suggested proposal/resolution
that Olivet should implement regarding this items. After much discussion, it was determined that a
“Statement of Belief” would be sent out in a separate
email (not in the weekly email) for 2 weeks, giving the
congregation a chance to read. Erik would hold a short
congregation meeting after church on July 22nd, and the
congregation can have their input and vote. Erik will
coordinate with Liz to have this sent out.
Organizational Modernization Project
Renée reviewed what has been done to date regarding
the listening sessions and task force meetings. She also
handed out a proposed “Council Job Description” for
everyone to look at. Next steps: planning a forum to
8

Next Meeting
The next Council meeting will be a week later than usual
– Tuesday, August 21st, 7 p.m. in parlor
Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne Schultz for Marghe Tabar,
Church Council Clerk

Announcements

Opportunity:

Wednesday Adult Ed Coordinator
Love our educational offerings during Wednesday Night at Olivet? Please consider volunteering to coordinate these sessions for the upcoming program year. At this time, we do not
have a contact person to schedule the Bible
studies, learning events, and service activities
that bring our Wednesday nights to life. This is
not a big commitment – it doesn’t require
leading any sessions! – but it can make a big
difference for an important part of our week.
Please contact Erik Lien if you are interested at
erikcrislien@gmail.com. Thank you!

Response to the Federal Policies on Asylum Seekers, Immigration, & Family Separation

This summer, several Olivet members, in partnership with Peace & Justice and Church Council, were
moved to draft a formal statement to protest recent policies toward asylum seekers and immigrants to
the United States. This issue was raised as a humanitarian concern that troubles Christians regardless of
political affiliation. A brief congregational meeting was held after church on Sunday, July 22, to discuss
and vote on this resolution.
The resolution below was approved unanimously by acclamation among those present. It was subsequently sent to the conference and national UCC offices as well as to our Congressional representatives.
It will be posted in the Fellowship Hall for as long as it remains relevant to our national discussion.

Resolution: Federal Policies on Asylum Seekers,
Immigration, & Family Separation
Olivet Congregational Church (United Church of Christ)
St. Paul, Minnesota
Sunday, July 22, 2018

We, the members of Olivet Congregational Church in St. Paul, Minnesota, have been moved by
events in the last month to speak from our hearts and consciences in protest of the policies of the
federal government in the treatment of asylum seekers and their families. We understand that
under international law, persecuted people have the right to seek asylum in the country of their
choice. As Christians, we urge the presidential administration and those individuals who deal
with asylum seekers and other immigrants to treat new arrivals with the respect and kindness that
all people deserve. We ask that our government respect the sanctity of the family and make
every effort to keep families safely together. We further request that lawyers be provided to represent asylum seekers and that their cases be heard in a timely manner.
Whereas:
The federal government has instituted a zero-tolerance policy for people seeking asylum, and
Asylum seekers have been detained and wrongfully charged with a crime, and
The federal government has forcefully separated children from their parents and has put the
children into detention facilities throughout the United States, and
When directed by a court order to reunite the families, the federal government has lacked sufficient records to know where all the children are,

Be it resolved that we protest these actions by the federal government and its representatives
and demand that all possible resources be deployed to reunite the families and to afford
them an asylum hearing in court without further delay.

9

EVENTS AT OLIVET: AUGUST 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
2

1

*Summer Sunday Schedule
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
Nursery care available during worship
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Coffee Hour

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Calendar items in italics denote outside group
using Olivet facilities.

5

6

7

*Sunday
Schedule
Textile Art Show
Parlor, 11:15

Faith Formation
Meeting, 7 p.m.
T Room

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

13
*Sunday
Schedule

10 a.m. R & R
AA Mixed
Basement, 7 p.m.
Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

19

AA Mixed
Basement, 7 p.m.
Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

26

27
*Sunday
Schedule
AA Mixed
7 p.m. Basement

Capital City Brass
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

10

15

Yoga
7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

11

R&R
5:30 p.m.

R&R
9-8:30

Men’s AA
Basement, 7:00 p.m.

16

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

All Day!

17

18

Olivet Men’s Group
(OMG) 6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA
Basement, 7:00 p.m.

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

22

Chronically
Courageous
6:30 p.m., T Room

23

Family Dance
Fellowship Hall
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Men’s AA
Basement, 7:00 p.m.

29

30

31
Viols
noon, Parlor

Deacon’s Meeting
7:00 pm

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

24

Viols
noon, Parlor

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Council Meeting
7:00 p.m., Parlor

28
Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor

10

Viols
noon, Parlor

21

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

4

Worship committee
meeting, 6:30 p.m.

9

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

3

Viols
noon, Parlor

Yoga, 7:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

20
*Sunday
Schedule

8

14

Saturday

Men’s AA
Basement, 7:00 p.m.

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m., Parlor

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

Friday

Viols
noon, Parlor

Women’s AA
6:30 p.m.
Parlor

AA Mixed
Basement, 7 p.m.

12

Thursday

Staff meeting
10:30 a.m.

Ferret’s Book Club,
Parlor, 6 p.m.
Men’s AA
Basement, 7:00 p.m.

CROW CREEK
MISSION TRIP

25

August Celebrations
Anniversaries
Elissa and Steven Rice
Erik and Cristina Lien
Thomas and Barbara McClellan

8/8
8/9
8/24

Ron and Margaret Tabar
Matthew and Sarah Robinson
Steve and Kathy Lamp

8/25
8/27
8/30

Birthdays
Mekea Larson
Colten Bluhm
Rob Arnold
Ella Bluhm
Peter Mazanec
Linda Mazanec
Katheryn Wasylik

8/1
8/2
8/3
8/5
8/11
8/13
8/16

Donna Foss
Leah Stanek
Susan Bluhm
Vivienne Bradby
Markus Anderson
Peggy Squire
Isabella Gamble

8/21
8/21
8/22
8/23
8/27
8/29
8/31

The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace. We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And in particular, we pray for those
who have asked to be named before God:
Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz, in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Cory LOVELAND, nephew of Dawn Singleton and Steve Church, who died of suicide on July 1.
Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Peggy SQUIRE, at Episcopal Homes.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.

September Olivetian Deadline:
Monday, August 20
All articles and calendar items for the September issue
of The Olivetian
are due in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net) by Monday, August 20
Thank you! - Liz Waters, Olivet Church Administrator

11

Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
1850 Iglehart Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104-3524

TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
TWIN CITIES, MN
PERMIT NO. 2127

Olivet Church Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard “Butch” Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry
For Children, Youth and Family
Church Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Jeanne Schultz
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm
Philip Friedlund
Marghe Tabar
Seth Hayden
Sarah Robinson
Maggie Lais

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone (651) 646-1478 Fax (651) 644-3838
www.olivetucc.net contact@olivetucc.net
12

Moderator
Vice-Moderator
Senior Deacons
Treasurer
Council Clerk
Altar Guild
Wednesday Chef
Nursery Care

