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September 23, 2018

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver.

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

“Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless”

Opening Responses
Way beyond all journeying,
Truth behind all mystery,
Life within all living:
We praise you.
Salve for every soreness,
hope for all healing,
midwife for a better future:
We praise you.
Child within everything,
conscience of the universe,
judge of all nations,
We praise you.
Let us worship together the God beyond all names.
Amen!
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J.S. Bach

*Hymn #34

“Awake, Awake to Love and Work”

Morning Song

*Prayer of Renewal
O God, ground of our being,
in everything we touch, in everyone we meet,
your presence is around us, and we give you thanks.
But when we have not touched
but trampled you in creation,
when we have not met but missed you in one another,
when we have not received but rejected you in the poor,
forgive us our sins, and lead us to renewal.
Hear now the words of Jesus who shows us the way:
“God forgives your sins. Come and follow me.”

*Hymn of Praise

“Sing to the Glory”

© 1997, Curt Oliver. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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Curt Oliver

*Words of Preparation
Let us prepare ourselves to hear our Sacred Stories.
Our hearts and minds are open.

Children’s Sermon

Vanessa Bradby

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.

Sacred Stories
Old Testament
Psalm

Cris Lien, Lector
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54

Save me, O God, by your name;
may justice be served with Godly power!
Hear my prayer, O God,
and give ear to my words.
For the insolent have risen against me,
the ruthless seek my life;
they do not set God before them.
But surely, God is my helper;
God is the upholder of my life.
The evil of my enemies will rebound upon them;
God will put an end to their schemes.
From my heart do I sacrifice to you, O God;
I give thanks to your name, for it is good.
For you have delivered me from every trouble,
and my eye has seen the downfall of my enemies.
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Blue 671

Epistle

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Blue 203

*Gospel Acclamation
“Celtic Alleluia”

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041

All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Choir: God has called us through the proclamation of | the good news,
that we may obtain the glory of our Lord | Jesus Christ.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

Mark 9:30-37

Blue 39

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
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Michael Wasylik

*Hymn

“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”

Chereponi

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041

Offering of Gifts
Anthem

“Whoever Would Be Great Among You” Ronald A. Nelson

Whoever would be great among you must become your servant,
And whoever would first among you must be a slave of all.
For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve
And to give his life as a ransom for many.
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*Song

“May Your Gifts to Us, O Holy One”

Curt Oliver

© 1997, Curt Oliver. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

*Prayer
Prayer Requests

Tom Fabel, Deacon

The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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*Hymn

“Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?”

Servant Song

Stanzas 4 and 5 may be sung in harmony

All
All
Choir
All
All

*Blessing
Postlude

“Toccata in A Minor”
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Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.
Refreshments will be served in Fellowship Hall following worship.


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry
of Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”

9

10

All-Church Meeting about Organization Modernization
Stay after service today to learn more about the Organization Modernization process
and to hear about a proposal developed to address our changing needs as a church.
A discussion about the overall approach of the proposal is planned.
Your thoughts matter. Come and share them.
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz,
in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Jon MORGAN, at home recovering from surgery.
Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Sally SPIEGEL, sister of Tabari Javid, who died on September 14.
For the family of Peggy SQUIRE, who died on September 7.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.
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