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March 31, 2018

The Great Vigil of Easter

8:00 p.m.


Gathering
The vigilants gather quietly around a newly laid fire.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
In the darkness, the paschal fire is kindled.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night, in which our Lord
Jesus passed from death to life, the Church invites her children throughout the
world to come together in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord.
We honor the memory of his death and resurrection by hearing his word and
celebrating his sacraments, confident that we shall share in his victory over
death and live forever with him in God.
Let us pray: Eternal God, who made this night to shine with the brightness of
your one true light, set us aflame with the fire of your love, and bring us to the
radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Christ yesterday, today and for ever;
the beginning and the end.
He is Alpha and Omega;
all time belongs to him, and all ages;
To him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever. Amen.
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The minister lights the paschal candle from the new fire.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and
minds.

Procession
The following chant is sung three times during the procession into the church:
The light | of Christ!
Thanks be | to God!

After the first chant, the minister carries the paschal candle into the sanctuary. The vigilants follow into the darkness. The minister proceeds half-way down the
center aisle until all are gathered in the back of the sanctuary.
The chant is sung a second time. An usher receives the light from the paschal candle. As the minister proceeds to the front of the sanctuary, the vigilants receive the light
from the usher. They proceed to the pews, where they remain standing.
The chant is sung a third time. The minister places the paschal candle into the
stand. The vigilants' votive candles remain lit until The Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Easter Proclamation (The Exsultet)

(see opposite page)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
How truly right and good, always and everywhere, that with full devotion of
heart and mind and voice we should praise you, the invisible God, Father Almighty,
and your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who by his death has ransomed us from the bondage to the ancient sin of Adam.
For this is the Passover of that true Lamb of God, by whose blood the doorposts
of the faithful are made holy, and their homes are hallowed and protected.
This night when of old you saved our ancestors, delivering the children of Israel from their slavery, and leading them dry-shod through
the sea.
This is the night in which Jesus Christ vanquished hell, broke the chains of
death and rose triumphant from the grave.
This is the night on which the stain of sin is purged away by the rising
of Christ's brightness; when all who believe in him are freed from sin
and restored to grace and holiness.
O how inestimable the goodness of your love, dear God, that to redeem a slave
you delivered up your Son!
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How wonderful the condescension of your loving-kindness!
O marvelous pardon, that the disobedience of Adam is wiped away by the
death of Christ.
O happy fault, that was worthy to have so great a Redeemer!
Most blessed of all nights, when wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed
away, lost innocence restored, and mourning turned to joy.
Night truly blessed, when heaven is wedded to earth, and all Creation
reconciled to God.
Therefore, Heavenly Father, in the joy of this night, accept our sacrifice of
praise, your Church's solemn offering, and grant that this Easter candle may
make our darkness light with the brightness of Christ's rising;
For Christ our Morning Star has risen, never again to set, and is alive,
and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

*Hymn

“Exult, O Powers, You Choir of Angels Sing”
(see opposite page)
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Woodlands

EXULT, O POWERS
The ‘‘Exultet’
Trans. & versified by J. M. Cox
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Woodlands
Walter Greatorex, (1877-1949)

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Creation
Response

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26

Barb McClellan
Mark Spitzack

The first half of each verse is sung by the choir. The second half is sung by all.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, God’s mercy endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods, God’s mercy endures forever.
Give thanks to the LORD of lords, God’s mercy endures forever.
Who only does great wonders, God’s mercy endures forever.
Who by wisdom made the heavens, God’s mercy endures forever.
Who spread out the earth upon the waters, God’s mercy endures forever.

(continued on opposite page)
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Who created great lights, God’s mercy endures forever.
The sun to rule the day, God’s mercy endures forever.
The moon and the stars to govern the night, God’s mercy endures forever.
Who remembered us in our low estate, God’s mercy endures forever.
And delivered us from our enemies, God’s mercy endures forever.
Who gives food to all creatures, God’s mercy endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of heaven, God’s mercy endures forever.
(Silence)

Prayer
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image, and yet more
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ, grant that, as he came to
share in our humanity, so we may share in the life of his divinity; who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Second Reading: Flood

Response

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
Tom McClellan
Psalm 46

(continued on next page)
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Martin Luther (antiphon)

The antiphon is sung first by the choir, then by all in harmony. Thereafter it is sung in
harmony once by all where indicated. The verses are sung by the choir.
Antiphon (Choir, then All)

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.;
Though its waters roar and foam,
though its mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a reiver whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
Antiphon (All)
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the empires totter;
God’s voice resounds and the earth melts.
The God of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come, behold the works of God;
see what desolations God has brought on the earth.
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Antiphon (All)
God makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
God breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
God burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations I am exalted in the earth.”
The God of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Antiphon (All)
(Silence)

Prayer
O God, strength of the powerless and light in all darkness: Look in mercy upon
your church, a wonderful and sacred mystery, that it may be an ark of peace in
the midst of chaos. Let the whole world come to see that what was fallen is being raised up, that what was old is being made new, and that all things are being restored to wholeness through the one from whom they first took being, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Third Reading: Deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Gordon Deane

Response

Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18

An antiphon is sung by a soloist before and after the hymn. Soloists sing the stanzas.
All join on "Let my people go" and the Refrain.
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Soloist: I will sing to the LORD, who has risen up in might.
When Israel was in Egypt’s land...
All:

All:

Soloist: I will sing to the LORD, who has risen up in might.
(Silence)
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Prayer
O Lord, our Redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent your servant
Moses to lead them out of slavery, free us from the tyranny of sin and death
and, by the leading of your Spirit, bring us to our promised land; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Fourth Reading: Salvation Offered Freely for All
Isaiah 55:1-11

Response

Isaiah 12:2-6 - The First Song of Isaiah

Kim Blair
Mark Spitzack

The antiphon is sung first by the choir, then repeated by all. Thereafter the antiphon is
sung once by all where indicated. The verses are sung by the choir.
Antiphon (Choir, then All):

Surely it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
(continued next page)
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Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Antiphon (All)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
Antiphon (All)
(Silence)

Prayer
O God, you have created all things by the power of your word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst
for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Fifth Reading: The Gathering of God’s People
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Erik Lien

Response
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Psalm 98

Marty Haugen (antiphon)

The antiphon is sung once by the choir, then by all. Thereafter it is sung by all once
where indicated. The verses are sung by the choir.
Antiphon (Choir, then All)

O sing to God a new song,
for God has done marvelous things.
God’s strong hand and holy arm
have given God the victory.
God has made known God’s victory,
and has revealed God’s vindication in the sight of the nations.
God has remembered having steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to God with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.

Antiphon (All)
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the Sovereign.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of God;
for God is coming to judge the earth.
God will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

Antiphon (All)
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(Silence)

Prayer
Sovereign God, by the resurrection of your Son you offer us victory in our
struggles, a city for our refuge, the joy of the beloved, and festival celebration.
Gather all the outcast into your mercy, and restore your whole creation through
your Song, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: it is in baptism that we are buried with
Christ in a death like his, so that we also might be raised with him in newness of
life. Therefore I invite you, in the name of the Church, now that our Lenten observance is over, to review the solemn vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once
renounced all that is evil, and promised to serve God faithfully as members of
his holy Church, the body of Christ.
The minister pours water into the font.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Most Gracious God, your sacraments, by their potent signs, tell us of the wonders of your unseen power. We praise you for the gift of water, by which we
are daily cleansed and refreshed. At the dawn of your creation, your Spirit
breathed upon the waters, bringing forth from their chaotic waves the glorious
order of your works;
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On the waters of the great flood you bore up your servant Noah and
his family, protecting them, and the beasts with them, from destruction.
Through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people Israel out of slavery to
freedom in the Promised Land.
In the waters of the Jordan River our Lord Jesus was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit;
Through the deep waters of death you have brought your Son and raised him to
life in triumph.
Bless this water that we, your servants, who are washed in it, and made
one with Christ in his death and resurrection, may continually be
cleansed and delivered from all sin, and may serve you with joy all our
days.
All might, majesty, authority and power are yours, O Lord, now and forever.
Amen.
Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.
Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.
Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.
Let us now confess together the Christian faith into which we are baptized, and
in which we live and grow.
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Do you believe in God?
I believe and trust in God, the creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ,
the only one begotten of God before all worlds.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in God, the Holy Spirit.
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and community,
in the breaking of bread, and in prayer?
I will, with God's help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
respecting the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God's help.
Come now, sisters and brothers in the Lord, and revisit the waters of your
baptism.
At the baptismal font, each shall give the minister her or his full name,
and the minister shall sign each one with water, saying:
(Name) remember that you are baptized.
I belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.
When all have returned to their places, the minister will invite people
to extinguish their votive candles.
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
*Hymn

#181
“Alleluia! The Strife is O’er”
Victory
During the organ introduction and singing of the hymn, we prepare the church
for the Easter feast. Candles are lit, bells are rung, and flowers and decorations
are returned to the chancel.

*Prayer of the Day
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the
risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we
may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

New Testament Reading

Romans 6:3-11

Gospel Acclamation

Jon Morgan

Christ, Our Paschal Lamb
Pascha nostrum
During the Gospel acclamation, the minister moves to the center of the church
for the reading of the Gospel, symbolizing the risen Christ in our midst. All
turn to face the minister for the reading.

Alleluia!
Christ, our Paschal Lamb, has been sacrificed;
therefore, let us celebrate the festival,
Not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Alleluia.
(continued on next page)
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Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin,
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died.
For since death came through a human being,
so also the resurrection from the dead has also come
through a human being.
For as all die in Adam,
so all will be made alive in Christ. Alleluia.

*Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

Rev. Michael Wasylik

Before the reading:
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

Hymn #286

“Come, Risen Lord”

Sursum Corda

Please stand for Stanza 4 as the elements are brought to the table.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord”

© Curt Oliver, 1997. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.
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Curt Oliver

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to
the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to
you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
22

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion Music Hymn #186
“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”

Ave Virgo Virginum

The Communion
All people are welcomed to the communion table through the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. Please receive a piece of bread from the minister and then dip the bread in the
cup of juice held by the deacon. After you have received, return to your pew by a side
aisle. Parents are encouraged to consider the faith journey of their children to decide
when they will partake in communion. All children will be offered a blessing. If children
place their hands in the shape of a cup, the pastor will offer a piece of bread.

After Communion
Let us give thanks:
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us at the table of your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live
and work in your praise and glory. Amen.
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Blessing
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen
you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in the peace of the risen Christ! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Postlude

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

Ernst Pepping



Acknowledgements:
"Exult, O Power:" Translation and versification by J.M Cox. Used by permission.
Psalm 136 and The First Song of Isaiah: Music by Mark Spitzack, (c) 2018. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm 98: Music by Marty Haugen, from The New Century Hymnal, (c) 1995. All
rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-706241.
All other musical material is in the Public Domain.
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Our Celebration of Easter continues tomorrow
with a festive service of Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
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Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry of Olivet Congregational
Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Staff and Officers

The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Liz Waters
Leonard ‘Butch’ Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen
t

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry for
Children, Youth and Family
Administrator
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Head Usher
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Erik Lien
Jeanne Schultz
Jean Fabel/Jon Morgan
Philip Friedlund
Margaret Tabar
Seth Hayden
Sarah Robinson
Maggie Lais

Moderator
Vice-Moderator
Senior Deacons
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Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. weekdays. Phone: 651-646-1478 Fax: 651-644-3838
E-mail: contact@olivetucc.net
www.olivetucc.net
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