March 25, 2018

Sunday of the Passion:
Palm Sunday

March 25, 2018

10:00 a.m.

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

Our Life Together
Thank you for worshipping with us at Olivet Congregational Church.
Please take a moment to read the announcements printed in this bulletin.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews.
They will be collected during the offering and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by our Nursery Caregiver.
We gather in the Fellowship Hall. Please receive a palm from one of the ushers.
* = Please stand as you are able.


Greeting
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

Prayer
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation
of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us everlasting life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Processional Gospel
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Mark 11:1-11

Mary Winkelpleck

Blessing of Palms
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God hanks and praise.
Let us pray. It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which
you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed as King of
kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way.
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear
them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that
leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.

Anthem

“Hosanna!”
Sung by the children

Mark Spitzack

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Let us go forth in peace
in the name of Christ. Amen.

Procession With Palms
The bells are rung as we proceed into the sanctuary.
Follow the children and choir up the side aisle and down the side aisle to your seat.
* Please remain standing
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*Hymn
Refrain:

“All Glory, Laud and Honor”

St. Theodulph

All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King;
To whom the lips of children made sweet Hosannas ring.

1.

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s Name comest, the King and Blessed One.

2.

The company of angels is praising thee on high;
And we with all creation in chorus make reply.

3.

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
Our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present.

4.

To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.

5.

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

Following the procession, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children
kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.

Sacred Stories
Old Testament
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John Martin
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Bible pg. 640

Psalm

Psalm 31:9-16

Be gracious to me, O God, for I am in distress;
my eye wastes away from grief,
my soul and body also.
For my life is spent with sorrow,
and my years with sighing;
my strength fails because of my misery,
and my bones waste away.
I am the scorn of all my adversaries,
a horror to my neighbors,
an object of dread to my acquaintances;
those who see me in the street flee from me.
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
I have become like a broken vessel.
For I hear the whispering of many—
fear is on every side!—
as they scheme together against me,
as they plot to take my life.
But I trust in you, O God;
I say, "You are my God."
My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.
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Epistle

Philippians 2:5-11

Bible pg. 174

*Gospel Acclamation
“He Humbled Himself”
(sung by the choir)

Palestrina

He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.

Gospel

Mark 15:1-47

Bible pg. 46

Silence
Anthem

“Agnus Dei”
(sung in Latin by the choir)

Christoph Dalitz

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Sermon
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Rev. Michael Wasylik

*Hymn

“My Song Is Love Unknown”

All
All
Men
Women
All
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Love Unknown

Offering of Gifts

Anthem

“Wondrous Love”

arr. Paul J. Christiansen

Text: American folk hymn, adapted by P.J.C.

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this,
O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that
caused the Lord of life
to bear the heavy cross,
What wondrous love is this,
O my soul!

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this,
O my soul!
That Christ should lay aside
his crown for my soul!
What wondrous love is this,
O my soul!
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*Hymn #528

“Create In Me a Clean Heart”

Tonus Regius

*Prayer
Prayer Requests

Tom Fabel, Deacon

The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer
death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Silent Prayer
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Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn #176

“Ride on, Ride on, in Majesty!”

The King’s Majesty

*Blessing
*Song

“Our Eyes are Turned to the Lord Jesus Christ” Taizé community
Sung once by the choir, then sung by all two times in English.
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The postlude is not played during the season of Lent.
Please join us for refreshments in Fellowship Hall following worship.
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Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry of Olivet Congregational
Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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HOLY WEEK AT OLIVET: March 25 - April 1, 2018
Complete Schedule
All are welcome!
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY, March 25, 10:00 a.m.
Worship begins in the courtyard with the triumphant parade of palms as we imagine
ourselves in the story of Christ's entry into Jerusalem. We then enter into the solemn
events of Christ’s Passion.
MAUNDY THURSDAY, March 29, 5:45 p.m.
This evening we gather for dinner and Communion in remembrance of the Last Supper. Several entrees will be provided, but please bring a salad, bread or dessert to
share; as well as any needed serving pieces. During our time together, there will be a
hymn sing, and those who wish may participate in the ritual of foot washing. The service concludes with the stripping of the chancel.
GOOD FRIDAY, March 30, 7:00 p.m.
We will meditate on the Passion of Our Lord using scripture readings and contemplative songs in prayer around the cross.
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER, March 31, 8:00 p.m.
The first service of Easter is a drama in four acts: 1) the lighting of the Paschal fire in
our outside courtyard, 2) procession into the sanctuary and a recounting of our holy
history, 3) the renewal of our baptismal vows, and 4) the first Communion celebration of Easter. The rich and exciting service will last about 2 hours.
EASTER SUNDAY, April 1, 10:00 a.m.
Come celebrate the joy and promise of Christ's resurrection with joyful music by
choirs, trumpet, handbells and organ, the proclamation of God's saving grace, and
the sacrament of Communion. Childcare will be provided for children up to age 3;
older children will stay with their families through the service. Following worship,
enjoy a festive coffee hour and an Easter Egg Hunt for the children sponsored by
Faith Formation and the Membership Committee.
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Easter Lilies 2018
Members and friends of Olivet are invited to honor or memorialize a family
member or friend by donation of an Easter lily to decorate the church on Easter
Sunday, April 1. An insert in the Easter bulletin will include the names
of all those so remembered.
Each lily plant costs $10.. The container is wrapped in green paper without ribbons.
The lilies may be taken home after the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Easter
Sunday, or left at the church to be delivered to those who are home-bound.
Please complete the information below and make your check payable to Olivet
Congregational Church. Please write “Easter Lily” on the memo line of your check.
Tear the form out of the bulletin, fold, and place your check inside it. You may put
the form and check (or cash) in the collection plate, mail/email it to the church
office, or place it in the Administrator’s mailbox in the Resource Room.
We must receive all donations by Wednesday, March 28,
for inclusion of names in the Easter Sunday bulletin.
Donor name(s):
____________________________________________________________
The Easter lily is:
In honor of
_______________________________________________________________
In memory of
_____________________________________________________________
A gift to the church from
_____________________________________________________
(Use the other side to request more donations and names if you wish.)
Total enclosed: _____________________
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(Use this space to record any additional names and remembrances
for the Easter lily insert.)
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
For the family of George BOWEN, who died on February 27.
For the family of Will CRANDELL, nephew of Kate and Michael Wasylik,
who died on March 10.
Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz,

in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Peggy SQUIRE, recovering at Episcopal Homes.
Dave SWEENEY, at Walker Methodist TCU, Westwood Ridge, in Inver Grove Hts..
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art and Martha KAEMMER.
Joel PETERSON, in hospice care at Our Lady of Peace.

Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Liz Waters
Leonard ‘Butch’ Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen
t
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Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry for
Children, Youth and Family
Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher
ay Cook

Erik Lien
Moderator
Jeanne Schultz
Vice-Moderator
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm Senior Deacons
Philip Friedlund
Treasurer
Margaret Tabar
Clerk
Seth Hayden
Altar Guild
Sarah Robinson
Chef
Maggie Lais
Nursery Care

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. weekdays. Phone: 651-646-1478 Fax: 651-644-3838
E-mail: contact@olivetucc.net
www.olivetucc.net

