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Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver.

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

“Prelude and Chorale from Partita on New Britain”
Charles Callahan

Silence
A bell is rung to begin and end a time of silence.

*Hymn

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
(see opposite page)

Nettleton

*Prayer of Confession
Lord God, we confess we have done things we should not have done,
and we have neglected to do those things we should have done. Save
us from ourselves; save us from the forces of Evil in this world.
Grant us grace to bear present burdens and courage to change things
that can be changed. Teach us how to live as those prepared to die and
rise again with your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
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*Assurance of Pardon
Friends, take comfort; whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.
Let us love one another, because love comes from God.

*Kyrie #545

“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”

John Merbecke

Sung first by the choir, then by all.

Children’s Sermon

Rev. Michael Wasylik

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.

Sacred Stories
Old Testament
Psalm

Leah Stanek, Lector
Numbers 21:4-9

Blue 130

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Sung in alternation with the choir. The congregation sings the verses in bold print.
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O give thanks to God, for ' God is good;
for God's steadfast love en- ' dures forever.
Let the redeemed ' of God say so,
those whom God re- ' deemed from trouble
and gathered in ' from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and ' from the south.
Some were sick through their ' sinful ways,
and because of their iniquities en- ' dured affliction;
they loathed any ' kind of food,
and they drew near to the ' gates of death.
Then they cried to God ' in their trouble,
and God saved them from ' their distress;
God sent out God's ' word and healed them,
and delivered them ' from destruction.
Let them thank God for God's ' steadfast love,
for God's wonderful works to ' humankind.
And let them offer sacrifices ' of thanksgiving,
and tell of God's deeds with ' songs of joy.

Epistle
*Gospel Acclamation
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Ephesians 2:1-10

“The Sacrifices of God”

Blue 170

Tonus Regius

Gospel

John 3:14-21

Blue 81

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
*Hymn #228

Rev. Dr. Richard Nelson
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Beecher

Faith Formation Moment
Offering of Gifts
Anthem

*Song #528

*Prayer
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“God So Loved the World”

“Create In Me a Clean Heart”

Bob Chilcott
Text: John 3:16
Tonus Regius

Prayer Requests

Ann Hobbie, Deacon

The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be
the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that
he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn

“Now the Green Blade Riseth”

(see next page)
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Noël Nouvelet

“Now the Green Blade Riseth”
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*Blessing
*Song

“Our Eyes are Turned to the Lord Jesus Christ”
Sung once by the choir, then sung twice in English by all.
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A postlude is not played during the season of Lent.
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Taizé
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Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.
Refreshments will be served in Fellowship Hall following worship.


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry of
Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to
practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice
for all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:

For the family of George BOWEN, who died on February 27.
Kathy CURTIS, in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Peggy SQUIRE, recovering at St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Dave SWEENEY, at The Commons on Marice in Eagan.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art and Martha KAEMMER.
Joel PETERSON, in hospice care at Our Lady of Peace.
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