December 24, 2018
5:00 p.m.
`

Christmas Eve
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Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church (UCC). Tonight's service is based on the traditional and popular choral service of lessons (scripture readings) and carols. Upon arriving, all children,
whether members or visitors, are joyfully invited to receive a costume at the back of the sanctuary and participate twice in the service where noted. Instructions for parents are listed in the bulletin.
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December 24, 2018

Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols
* = please stand as you are able


Prelude
You are invited to quietly encounter the mystery of the Christmas story
as you listen to the prelude music.

“O s'en bont ces gais Bergers (Where are these happy shepherds going?”)
Jean-François Dandrieu
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
arr. Douglas E. Wagner
“Angels We Have Heard On High (Westminster Carol)”
arr. Wagner
“All Through the Night”
arr. Barbara Kinyon
“Silent Night”
arr. Wagner
Mark Spitzack, organ
Olivet Handbell Choir

Processional Hymn

“Once in Royal David’s City”

Irby

Eve Wasylik, soloist
Stanzas 1-3 are sung by the choirs as the congregation remains seated.
Please stand to join in singing stanzas 4-6.
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*4. For he is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth all our gladness.
5. And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child, so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav'n above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.
6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars, his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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First Lesson

Genesis 3:8-19

Reader: Nancy Berry

After each lesson:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

“Adam Lay Ybounden”
Boris Ord
Text: Anonymous, 15th century
Olivet Adult Choir

Adam lay ybounden,
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter,
Thought he not too long.

Adam lay bound,
Bound in a bond;
Four thousand winters
Didn’t seem a long time to him.

And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took.
As clerkes finden,
Written in their book.

And all because of an apple,
An apple that he took.
As clergy find,
written in their book.

Ne had the apple taken been,
The apple taken been,
Ne had never our ladie,
Abeen heav'ne queen.

Had not the apple been taken,
the apple been taken,
Then never would our lady have
become heaven’s queen.

Blessed be the time
That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen.
Deo gratias!

Blessed be the time
That apple was taken,
Therefore we must sing:
Deo gratias! (Thanks be to God)
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Second Lesson
*Carol

Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9
“O Day of Peace”
Sung by all

Reader: Henry Wasylik
Jerusalem

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041
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Third Lesson
Carol

Luke 1:26-35; 38

Reader: Patti Dana

“Maria Walks Amid the Thorn”

16th century German carol
arr. David Cherwien
Aves de Olivet Young Women’s Ensemble
Maria walks amid the thorn,
Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy).
Maria walks amid the thorn,
Which seven years no leaf has born.
Jesus and Maria.

What 'neath her heart doth Mary bear?
Kyrie eleison.
A little child doth Mary bear,
Beneath her heart he nestles there.
Jesus and Maria.
And as the two are passing near,
Kyrie eleison,
Lo! roses on the thorns appear,
Lo! roses on the thorns appear.
Jesus and Maria.

Fourth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

Reader: John Blair

PARENTS: Following the reading, all children are invited
to come forward to the steps to sing “Away in a Manger.”
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Carol

“Away in a Manger”
James R. Murray
Text: North American, 19th century

Children's Choir

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head:
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying her makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
ALL:
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
And fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
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Fifth Lesson

Luke 2:8-16

Reader: Philip Friedlund

Carol “Masters in this Hall”

Traditional French tune, arr. David Willcocks
Text: William Morris
Combined Choirs

Masters in this hall,
Hear ye news today
Brought from over sea,
And ever I you pray:
Chorus:
Nowell! Nowell! Nowell!
Nowell, sing we clear!
Holpen (helped) are all folk on earth,
Born is God's son so dear:
Nowell! Nowell! Nowell!
Nowell, sing we loud!
God today hath poor folk rais-ed
And cast a-down the proud.
Going o'er the hills,
Through the milk-white snow,
Heard I ewes bleat
While the wind did blow: Chorus
Shepherds many a one
Sat among the sheep,
No one spake more word
Than they had been asleep: Chorus
Quoth I, "Fellows mine,
Why this guise sit ye?
Making but dull cheer,
Shepherds though ye be”: Chorus
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“Shepherds should of right
Leap and dance and sing,
Thus to see ye sit,
Is a right strange thing": Chorus
Quoth these fellows then,
"To Bethlem town we go,
To see a mighty lord
Lie in manger low": Chorus
“How name ye this lord,
Shepherds?” then said I,
"Very God," they said,
"Come from Heaven high": Chorus
This is Christ the Lord,
Masters be ye glad!
Christmas is come in,
And no folk should be sad: Chorus

*Hymn

#116

Sixth Lesson
Carol

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
Stanzas 1 & 2 are sung by the choirs.
The Refrain and Stanza 3 are sung by all.

John 1:1-14

Gloria

Reader: Rev. Michael Wasylik

“The Word Became Flesh”

Paul Roberts
Text: John 1:1-5, 14

Adult Choir
Brian Berg, clarinet
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made,
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and life
was the light of all. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
overcome it. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only begotten Son. Who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.

Meditation

Rev. Michael Wasylik

*Hymn

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(see opposite page)

Adeste Fideles

Offering of Gifts
PARENTS: As the hymn begins and the offering is gathered,
the children come forward in their costumes for the Christmas tableau.

Hymn #140

“What Child is This”

Greensleeves

*Please stand for Stanza 3 of the hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

Prayer for Christmas Eve
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit, he lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Hymn #138

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

Stille Nacht

Please remain seated as the light of Christ is passed among the congregation.
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Public Domain
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Blessing
May God, who gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the
sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty be
upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

*Hymn #120
Postlude

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Mendelssohn

“Joy to the World”

Wilbur Held


Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.

We invite you to come again on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for worship
and children’s Sunday School. Our celebration of the Christmas season continues on
December 30, the First Sunday after Christmas, and January 6, Epiphany Sunday.
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“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry of
Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to
practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice
for all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Staff and Officers

The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard ‘Butch’ Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen
Paul Clasen

t

Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry for
Children, Youth and Family
Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Moderator
Jeanne Schultz
Vice-Moderator
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm Senior Deacons
Philip Friedlund
Treasurer
Margaret Tabar
Clerk
Seth Hayden
Altar Guild
Sarah Robinson
Chef
Maggie Lais
Nursery Care

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. weekdays. Phone: 651-646-1478 Fax: 651-644-3838
E-mail: contact@olivetucc.net
www.olivetucc.net
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