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Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver.

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

“Benedictus”

Silence

A bell is rung to begin and end a time of silence.

*Hymn #115

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Alex Rowley

Winchester New

*Prayer of Renewal
It is never easy for us to confess our sins.
There are hurts we have caused to our families and friends,
which we would like to forget.
There are those we believe are impossible to love,
and so we don't try.
There are people who live on the edge of our society,
and we ignore their cries for help.
Forgive us, God Who Comes Near to Us.
When we have lost our way, show us yours.
Lead us in humility down the streets of your kingdom.
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Teach us your truth,
so we might be able to keep your Word,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
God does not remember our sins, but looks on us with eyes of love.
God does not shame us, but lifts us to new life.
Come, Holy One, come.

*Hymn of Praise

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”

Taizé

1) Sung once by the choir.
2) Sung in unison by all.
3) Sung twice in 4-part canon by all. Join a part that needs more singers!
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*Words of Preparation
Let us prepare ourselves to hear our Sacred Stories.
Our hearts and minds are open.
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Children’s Sermon

Mark Spitzack

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.

Sacred Stories
Old Testament

Steve Church, Lector
Malachi 3:1-4

Canticle

Luke 1:68-79
(see opposite page)

Epistle

Philippians 1:3-11

*Gospel Acclamation
”O Come, Thou Dayspring”

Blue 841
(sung by all)

Blue 173

Veni Emmanuel

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Gospel

Luke 3:1-6

Blue 52

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
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Michael Wasylik

“Blessed Be the God of Israel”
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*Hymn

“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”

Choir
All
All
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Ascension

Offering of Gifts
Anthem

“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”
Paul Manz
Text: Book of Revelation, adapt. Ruth Manz

1. Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be.

3. Rejoice in heaven,
all ye that dwell therein,
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon!

2. Sing holy, holy to our Lord,
The Lord, Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come;
Sing holy, holy, Lord!

4. E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
And night shall be no more;
they need no light nor lamp nor sun,
For Christ will be their all.

*Song

“All Things Come of Thee, O Lord”

attr. Beethoven

Public Domain

*Prayer
Prayer Requests
The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Silent Prayer
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Leah Stanek, Deacon

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

”Soon and Very Soon”

Very Soon
André Crouch

1 – Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King…
2 – No more cryin’ there…
3 - No more dyin’ there…
4 – Soon and very soon…

*Blessing
*Sending Song

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Ososo

Stanza 1 is sung first in Korean by a soloist, then Stanzas 1-4 are sung in English by all.
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*Sending Forth
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

”Toccata from Partita on Winchester New”


Please join us as we gather in Fellowship Hall

Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.
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Bruce Neswick
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“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry
of Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Tom MCCLELLAN, for healing and guidance as he struggles with serious health issues.
Michael and Heinz OLK, friends of the Schultz family, as they recover from serious
health issues.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
For the family of Ruby SINGLETON, mother of Dawn Singleton, who died on November 15.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.
Susan ZWICKEY and her three children. Susan is in treatment for bladder cancer.
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