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First Sunday of Advent

10:00 a.m.

Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver.

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Silence

A bell is rung to begin and end a time of silence.

*Hymn #103

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

*Prayer of Renewal
It is never easy for us to confess our sins.
There are hurts we have caused to our families and friends,
which we would like to forget.
There are those we believe are impossible to love,
and so we don't try.
There are people who live on the edge of our society,
and we ignore their cries for help.
Forgive us, God Who Comes Near to Us.
When we have lost our way, show us yours.
Lead us in humility down the streets of your kingdom.
Teach us your truth,
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Flor Peeters

Stuttgart

so we might be able to keep your Word,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
God does not remember our sins, but looks on us with eyes of love.
God does not shame us, but lifts us to new life.
Come, Holy One, come.

*Hymn of Praise

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”

1) Sung once by the choir.
2) Sung in unison by all.
3) Sung in 4-part canon by all. Join a part that needs more singers!
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*Words of Preparation
Let us prepare ourselves to hear our Sacred Stories.
Our hearts and minds are open.
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Taizé

Children’s Sermon

Vanessa Bradby

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.

Sacred Stories

Bonnie Eldridge, Lector

Old Testament
Psalm

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

To you, O God, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O God;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
Remember, God, your compassion and love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth
or my transgressions;
but think on me in your goodness, O God,
according to your steadfast love.
(continued on opposite page)
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Good and upright is God;
therefore God instructs sinners in the way.
God leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble God's way.
All the paths of God are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep God's covenant and God's decrees.

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

*Gospel Acclamation #110

Blue 180

Veni Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

Blue 74

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

*Hymn #109
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Michael Wasylik

“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”

Aberystwyth

Prayer Requests

Leah Stanek, Deacon

The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Peace
We are the body of Christ.
In one Spirit we are baptized into one body.
Let us pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

Offering of Gifts
Anthem

“My Lord, What a Morning”

African American spiritual,
arr. H.T. Burleigh
Text: Based on Revelation 8:10

My Lord, what a morning
When the stars begin to fall.
Done quit all my worldly ways,
Join that heavenly band.
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*Song

“All Things Come of Thee, O Lord”
attr. Beethoven

Public Domain

*Prayer
The Celebration of Communion
May God, who comes to us, be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts, your salvation draws near.
We lift them in faithfulness.
Join together in thanksgiving to God, our righteousness.
We praise the One for whom we wait, this day and every day.
The days of creation came, God of goodness, when you spoke on that first
morning, calling forth budding flowers for each spring, warm breezes for summer days, tumbling leaves in the autumn, bright, brittle stars on winter nights.
You did all this, and so much more, so we might discover your ways,
but we chose to walk the paths paved by sin and death.
Prophets came, speaking of your promises and calling us back to your truths,
but we continued to reflect on the teachings of a fallen world. So you sent Jesus
to us, your Word that will never fade. And now with those whose hearts are
strong in holiness, with those who long for justice for all people, we offer our
song of thanksgiving:
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Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

John Merbecke

Public Domain

You are holy, God of our salvation, and your child is the bearer of justice. He set
aside great glory to come incognito to us. Knowing our fears, he showed us
how to trust in you. Feeling our despairs, he filled us with your overflowing
hope. Experiencing our death, he went into the grave so that death would no
longer have dominion over our souls. As we walk the way to Bethlehem, each
step is made in the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God, we pray that you nourish us, together, for our journey. Grant your Spirit
to this humble food. Let is be that this bread, when broken and shared, will
heal the world’s divisions. And let it be that this cup, when poured out, pours
out love for all people. And by your power, let us usher in the dawning of a
new day, a day that—once and for all—brings us peace.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion Music

”Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

J.S. Bach

The Communion
Christ welcomes everyone to the communion table through the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. Receive a piece of bread from the pastor and then dip the bread in one of the cups
of juice held by a deacon. After you have received, return to your pew by a side aisle.
Parents are encouraged to consider the faith journey of their children to decide when
they will partake in communion. All children will be offered a blessing. If children place
their hands in the shape of a cup, the pastor will offer a piece of bread.
During communion, a deacon will be standing in the back of the sanctuary offering
healing prayer. You may state your specific concern to the deacon or be prayed for as
you stand silently.

Prayer After Communion
God, you have come to us
in the broken bread and shared cup.
Make us always ready
to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing the day of our salvation.
Amen.
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*Hymn #108

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”

Wachet auf

*Blessing
Amen.

Sending Song

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Ososo

Stanza 1 is sung by the choir. Stanzas 2-4 are sung by all.

Choir
All
All
All
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

David Cherwien


Please join us after worship for the annual Advent Dinner.
All are welcome.
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Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry
of Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
For the family of Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz, who died on November 2.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Tom MCCLELLAN, for healing and guidance as he struggles with serious health issues.
Michael and Heinz OLK, friends of the Schultz family, as they recover from serious
health issues.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Kathy STEWART, mother of Eric DeMay, during this painful time, awaiting test
results for possible diverticulitis.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
For the family of Ruby SINGLETON, mother of Dawn Singleton, who died on November 15.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.
Susan ZWICKEY and her three children. Susan is in treatment for bladder cancer.
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www.olivetucc.net
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