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Reformation Sunday

Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver .

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

Mass of the Parishes (Messe des Paroisses) François Couperin
Récit de Cornet (Deuxième Couplet du Sanctus)
Cromhorne en taille (Benedictus)
Kirsten Falc Uhlenberg, organ

Opening Meditation

Vanessa Bradby

*Hymn #363

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Ein feste burg
Stanza 1 is sung by the choir in German, then stanzas 1-4 are sung by all in English.

*Prayer of Renewal
Ever renewing God, you once raised up brave and able witnesses
to reform the church. We confess that we have lost our way again,
and need a new reformation. Let your Word shake our foundations once more, and your healing Spirit renew us, so that we may
repent, rediscover a stronger faith, and never shrink from our calling to a greater unity with you, with one another, and with the
world around us. Amen.
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We have been given the stone that the builders rejected, the rock of our
salvation. In Jesus we are forgiven. Let us build upon the grace of Christ,
the Church’s one foundation.

*Hymn of Praise

“Sing to the Glory”

Curt Oliver

© 1997, Curt Oliver. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

*Words of Preparation
Let us prepare ourselves to hear our Sacred Stories.
Our hearts and minds are open.

Children’s Sermon

Vanessa Bradby

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children
kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.
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Sacred Stories
Old Testament
Psalm

Eve Wasylik, Lector
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Blue 694

Psalm 46

God is our shelter and strength,
always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken
and the mountains fall into the ocean depths;
Even if the seas roar and rage,
and the hills are shaken by the violence.
There is a river that brings joy to the city of God,
to the sacred house of the Most High.
God is in that city, and it will never be destroyed;
God comes to its aid as morning dawns.
Nations are terrified, kingdoms are shaken;
God’s voice thunders, and the earth is made silent.
God Almighty is with us;
God, who wrestled with Jacob, is our refuge.
Come and see what God has done;
see what amazing things God has done on the earth.
God stops wars over all the world;
God breaks bows, destroys spears, and sets shields on fire.
“Stop fighting, and know that I am God,
exalted over the nations, over all the world.”
God Almighty is with us;
God, who wrestled with Jacob, is our refuge.

Epistle
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Romans 3:19-28

Blue 134

*Gospel Acclamation
“Celtic Alleluia”

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041

All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Choir: If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will | make you free.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel

John 8:31-36

Blue 88

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
*Hymn

Michael Wasylik
“God Is Here! As We Your People”
(see next page)
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Abbot’s Leigh

“God Is Here! As We Your People”
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All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041

Offering of Gifts
Anthem

“O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth”
Jan Bender
Text: Martin Franzmann
Olivet Choir
Buffy Larson and Longine Deng, trumpet

O God, O Lord of heaven and earth,
Your living finger never wrote
That life should be an aimless mote,
A deathward drift from futile birth.
Your Word meant life triumphant hurled
In splendor through your broken world;
Since light a woke and life began,
You made for us a holy plan.

(continued on next page)
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In blind revolt we would not see
That rebel wills wrought death and night.
We seized and used in fear and spite
Your wondrous gift of liberty.
We walled us in this house of doom,
Where death had royal scope and room,
Until your servant, Prince of Peace,
Broke down its walls for our release.

You came into our hall of death,
O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the deep despair
That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod
The road to bring good news from God!
How beautiful the feet that bring
Good tidings of our saving king!

O Spirit, who did once restore
The Church, that it might yet recall
The bringer of good news to all:
Breathe on your cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days
There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology
Unto the holy Trinity.
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*Song

“May Your Gifts to Us, O Holy One”

Curt Oliver

© 1997, Curt Oliver. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

*Prayer
Prayer Requests

Rachel Awes, Deacon

The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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*Hymn #260

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Aurelia

*Blessing
Postlude

“Toccata on Aurelia”



Please join us as we gather in Fellowship Hall
Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.
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Robert Hobby


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry
of Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
Kathy CURTIS, mom of Jean Curtis-Neitz, in memory care at the Lyngblomsten Care Center.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Michael and Heinz OLK, friends of the Schultz family, as they recover from serious
health issues.
For the family of Millie RANDALL, mother of Leah Stanek, who died on September 24.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
Kathy STEWART, mother of Eric DeMay, during this painful time, awaiting test
results for possible diverticulitis.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.
Susan ZWICKEY and her three children. Susan is in treatment for bladder cancer.

Ruby SINGLETON, mother of Dawn Singleton, under cancer treatment at the
Mayo Clinic.
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