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Epiphany Sunday
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Epiphany Sunday

January 6, 2018

10:00 a.m.

Our Life Together
This is the time when we share announcements with one another.
Prayer requests may be written on the yellow cards located in the pews;
these will be collected during the first hymn and read aloud by a deacon.
Worship bags for children are available by the doors to Fellowship Hall.
The nursery is located in Room K through Fellowship Hall.
Please sign in using the book provided by the nursery caregiver.

* = Please stand as you are able.


Prelude

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”

Dietrich Buxtehude

Opening Sentences
*Hymn

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”

(see next page)
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Kings of Orient

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”

1 All
2 Soloist
3 Soloist
4 Soloist
5 All

– All, in harmony

Public Domain
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*Prayer of Renewal

Iona Community
Shared in dialogue

Before God, with the people of God, I confess to my brokenness:
To the ways I wound my life,
the lives of others
and the life of the world.
May God forgive you, Christ renew you,
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love.
Amen.
Before God, with the people of God, we confess to our brokenness:
To the ways we wound our lives,
the lives of others
and the life of the world.
May God forgive you, Christ renew you,
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love.
Amen!
*Hymn

of Praise #488

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Go Tell It

*Words of Preparation
Let us prepare ourselves to hear our Sacred Stories.
Our hearts and minds are open.

Children’s Sermon

Vanessa Bradby

Children are invited to come forward to the front pews for an age appropriate lesson.
Following the lesson, all children are welcome to remain in worship. Children
kindergarten and younger may follow the adult leader to the nursery.
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Sacred Stories
Old Testament
Psalm

Lisa Isenberg, Lector
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Give the ruler your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a ruler's heir.
May the ruler judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May the ruler defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.
May the ruler live while the sun and moon endure,
throughout all generations.
May the ruler be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In the ruler's days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound,
until the moon is no more.
May the monarchs of Tarshish and of the isles render tribute,
may the monarch of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
May all monarchs fall down before the ruler,
all nations give the ruler service.
For the ruler delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.
The ruler has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence the ruler redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in the ruler's sight.

6

Blue 649

Epistle

Ephesians 3:1-12

Blue 170

*Gospel Acclamation
The Alleluias are sung first by the choir, then by all. The verse is sung by the choir.
Then the Alleluias are sung again by all.

Choir: We have observed his star | at its rising,
and have come to | worship him.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 2:1-12

Blue 1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Michael Wasylik

*Hymn #144 “What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright”
Puer nobis nascitur

Prayer Requests
The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Silent Prayer
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Pastoral Prayer
The Peace
Not an easy peace,
not an insignificant peace,
not a halfhearted peace,
but the peace of God in Jesus Christ
be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

Offering of Gifts
Anthem

“Star in the East”

Anonymous,
from “The Southern Harmony”

Hail the blest morn, see the great mediator
Down from the regions of glory descend.
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger,
Lo! for his guard the bright angels attend.
Chorus:
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thy aid.
Star in the east, our horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant redeemer was laid.
Cold on his cradle the dew drops are shining,
Low lies his bed, with the beasts of the stall.
Angels adore him, in slumber reclining,
Wise men and shepherds before him do fall. Chorus

8

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
Odors of Eden and offerings divine,
Gems from the mountain and pearls from the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? Chorus
Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts we his favor secure;
Richer by far is the heart's adoration,

Hymn #140

"What Child is This"
Remain seated to sing Stanzas 1 & 2.
*Stand to sing Stanza 3 as the gifts are brought forward.

*Prayer
The Celebration of Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We offer you praise, dear God, and hearts lifted high,
for in the communion of your love
Christ comes close to us, and we come close to Christ.
Therefore with the whole realm of nature around us,
with earth, sea, and sky, we sing to you.
(continued on next page)
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Greensleeves

With the angels of light who envelop us,
with all the saints before and beside us,
with brothers and sisters, east and west,
we sing to you.
And with our loved ones, separate from us now,
who yet in this mystery are close to us,
we join in the song of your unending greatness:

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord”

© Curt Oliver, 1997. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.

Blessed is our brother Jesus,
who walks with us the road of the world’s suffering,
and is known in this meal.
On the night of his arrest Jesus took bread
and having blessed it,
gave it to his disciples, saying,
“This is my body, broken for you.”
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Curt Oliver

In the same way he took the cup
and having given thanks for it,
gave it to his disciples, saying,
“This is the new relationship with God,
sealed with my blood.
Take these and share them.
I shall eat and drink with you next
in the coming Kingdom of God.”
Breathe your Spirit upon us, O Christ,
and upon this bread and cup.
May they be for us as your body and blood,
vibrant with your life: healing, renewing,
and making us whole.
And as we partake,
may we be changed again into you,
bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh,
loving and caring in the world.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Communion Music
“For Glory Dawns Upon You”
John Karl Hirten
Text: based on Isaiah 60:6b
Olivet Adult Choir
All from Sheba, bearing gifts of gold and frankincense, shall come
Proclaiming praises of the Lord, proclaiming praise.
Arise and shine, Jerusalem,
For glory dawns upon you,
The glory of God.

The Communion
Christ welcomes everyone to the communion table through the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. Receive a piece of bread from the pastor and then dip the bread in one of the cups
of juice held by a deacon. After you have received, return to your pew by a side aisle.
Parents are encouraged to consider the faith journey of their children to decide when
they will partake in communion. All children will be offered a blessing. If children place
their hands in the shape of a cup, the pastor will offer a piece of bread.
During communion, a deacon will be standing in the back of the sanctuary offering
healing prayer. You may state your specific concern to the deacon or be prayed for as
you stand silently.

12

Post-Communion Canticle

“Nunc Dimittis”
Helen Kemp
Text: Miriam Therese Winter,
based on Luke 2:29-31 (Song of Simeon)

Aves de Olivet Young Women's Ensemble
Maren Lien, flute
Nancy Berry, Cheryl Garceau, Buffy Larson, and Jeanne Schultz,
handbells
Lord, now let thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. For my eyes
have seen thy salvation which though hast prepared in the presence of all peoples. A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel.

Prayer After Communion
Eternal God, in this meal we taste the unity of heaven and earth. May we
who share this mystery work to create the Kingdom of God in this world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Jesus Christ, for ever and ever.
Amen.

*Hymn

“We Are Marching in the Light (Siyahamba)”
(see next page)
Sung once by the choir in Zulu. Then sung in English by all.
We are marching…
We are dancing…
We are praying…
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Siyahamba

“We Are Marching in the Light (Siyahamba)”

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense # A-726041
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*Blessing
Postlude

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”


Please join us as we gather in Fellowship Hall.

Notice someone missing? Reach out.
Need some support? Let us know.
We are one body in Christ.
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Dietrich Buxtehude


“Welcome to Olivet Congregational Church.
As God loves us all, without reservation or exception,
God’s house is open to all. Each of us is important no matter
who we are,
what we look like,
where we come from,
how rich or poor we are,
what our abilities are,
who we love,
what is in our past,
where we are now in our faith journey,
and all are invited into the full life and ministry
of Olivet Congregational Church.
As an Open and Affirming church, Olivet wants specifically to reach out to the
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community. We are called to practice a ministry of reconciliation through worship, compassion, and justice for
all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination.”
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The Prayer List
We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend. And
in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:
Naeem GOREE, grandson of Jackie Manning, recovering from a neck injury and asks for
prayers of healing and good health.
Pat HART, in Decatur GA, with her daughter Becky.
Layla and all foster children.
Michael and Heinz OLK, friends of the Schultz family, as they recover from serious
health issues.
Bennie REICH, at Chandler Place.
For the family of Jacob WETTERLING and the safety of all missing children.
In cancer treatment and care:
Art KAEMMER.
Susan ZWICKEY and her three children. Susan is in treatment for bladder cancer.

Olivet Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Staff and Officers
The Rev. Michael Wasylik
Mark Spitzack
Vanessa Bradby
Vanessa Bradby
Liz Waters
Leonard ‘Butch’ Schultz
Buffy Larson
Paul Clasen
Paul Clasen
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Pastor
Director of Music
Director of Ministry for
Children, Youth and Family
Administrator
Facilities
Bell Choir Director
Head Usher

Erik Lien
Moderator
Jeanne Schultz
Vice-Moderator
Ann Hobbie/Susan Bluhm Senior Deacons
Philip Friedlund
Treasurer
Margaret Tabar
Clerk
Seth Hayden
Altar Guild
Sarah Robinson
Chef
Maggie Lais
Nursery Care

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. weekdays. Phone: 651-646-1478 Fax: 651-644-3838
E-mail: contact@olivetucc.net
www.olivetucc.net
20

